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Violence continues
in capital of Irag

Rebels attack Baghdad hotels; 2 Marines killed in Anbar es.s
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States

Pamela Smart case: One of the
four teens jailed for more than a de-
cade for helping Pamela Smart kill her
husband faces a parole revocation hear-
ing on July 27.

Raymond Fowler recently was summoned
by police in Salisbury, Mass., on a complaint
of disturbing the peace on June 7, Salisbury
Police Chief Richard Simmons said.

1In 1990, Fowler, then 18, waited in the get-
away car while friend William Flynn shot in-
surance salesman Gregory Smart in the
Derry, N.H., condominium he shared with
his wife, Pamela. Flynn, 16 at the time, had
been having an affair with Pamela, a
22-year-old media coordinator at the teens’
high school.

GOP eavesdropping: Virginia Democrats
have subpoenaed records from the state po-
lice and a federal prosecutor in their eaves-
dmppmg lawsuit against the Republican

Party.

Attorneys for a group of Democratic law-
makers have subpoenaed state police Super-
intendent Steven Flaherty and U.S. Attor-
ney Paul McNulty to demand documents re-
lated to the eavesdropping investigation.
They also also have subpoenaed records
from Attorney General Jerry Kilgore’s of-
fice in an effort to find out more about his
top aide’s involvement in the case.

The controversy began in 2002 when the
Republican Party of Virginia’s top staffer se-
cretly listened to and taped a pair of Demo-
cratic conference calls.

Transgender kil
Edward Araujo
Jr. wanted to be
known by the
name  friends
and family
agreed best suit-
ed the transgen-
der teenager:
Gwen. In death,
the wish has
been granted.

A judge post-
humously grant-
ed the
change 18

months ) ]
o asinel Sylvia Guerrero holds an

en and strangled U™ with the ashes of her
and less than transgendered daughter,
two weeks after Gwen Amber Rose Araujo.
amistrial was de-
clared in the case against three men ac-
cused in the killing.

Guerrero had flled for the name change
in May.

: In life, 17-year-old

School drug raid: South Carolina’s attor-
ney general said Friday it was “grossly inap-
propriate” for police to draw their guns dur-
ing a search for drugs at a suburban high
school outside of Charleston last year but
that it did not warrant criminal charges.

he Nov. 5 raid by Goose Creek police at
Stratford High School drew national atten-
tion after a surveillance video showed stu-
dents being ordered to the floor and a drug
dog prowling the hall. No drugs were found
and no arrests were made in the sweep,
which has spawned two civil lawsuits.

Business

Wyo. bronco logo: A two-year showdown
between the state of Wyoming and a Texas
charity over rights to the bucking horse-
and-rider logo has been resolved, Wyoming
Secretary of State Joe Meyer said Thurs-
day.

The two sides this week signed a settle-
ment agreement allowing Texas Stampede
Inc. limited use of the coveted rodeo sym-
bol.

Texas Stampede, which stages concerts
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ping Palestinians in fenced-in enclaves, Israeli media reported Friday.

and professional rodeos to benefit children
at two Dallas hospitals, has been using a
bucking bronco and rider since the group’s
inception in 2001. Wyoming claims it has
featured the logo since 1918.

SBC contract: Employees at SBC Commu-
nications Inc. represented by the Communi-
cations Workers of America have over-
whelmingly approved a new five-year con-
tract reached in late May following a brief
walkout in 13 states.

'WA officials in Washington said Thurs-
day that 85 percent of the rank and file
voted in favor of the deal, which increases
their wages and pensions, preserves their
health benefits and enhances job security.

With 2003 sales of $41 billion, San Anto-
nio-based SBC is the nation’s second-] largest
provider of local-phone service behind Veri-
zon.

World

Iran-Britain dispute: Iran denied Lon-
don’s allegation that it forced eight British
servicemen into its territorial waters and
then detained them for illegal entry, the offi-
cial Islamic Republic News Agency report-
ed Thursday.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Hamid Reza
Asefi said he was surprised when British De-
fense Secretary Geoff Hoon told the House
of Commons on Wednesday the servicemen
had reported after their release last month
that they had not steered their patrol boats
on to the Iranian side of the Shatt al-Arab
waterway.

Asefi said that during negotiations before
Iran released the servicemen, British diplo-
mats signed a copy of minutes from a meet-
ing that acknowledged the British boats en-
tered the Iranian waters by mistake.

Taiwan weapons sale: Taiwan’s defense
minister said Friday he wants the United
States to accelerate the delivery of a pro-
posed multibillion dollar weapons package
to strengthen the island’s defenses against
rival China’s rising military power.

Taiwan’s Cabinet last month proposed
spending $18 billion to buy anti-missile sys-
tems, planes and submarines from the Unit-
ed States. Minister Lee Jye told media exec-
uuve»: Friday that China’s growing military

strength motivated him to ask Washington
to speed up the delivery, though he didn’t
specify a timetable.

Madrid bombings: Spain’s government
declassified dozens of documents Friday for
lawmakers investigating the Madrid terror
attack, but withheld others, including one re-
portedly warning that an al-Qaida threat to
attack Spain should be taken seriously.

Next week, a 16-member legislative com-
mission begins investigating the March 11
railway bombing that killed 190 people, an
attack blamed on Islamic militants with pos-
sible links to al-Qaida.

The commission, in requesting docu-
ments, had asked to see pre-March 11 intelli-
gence reports on what threat Spain faced
from Islamic militants, as well as police
records from the aftermath of the attack.

Al-Qaida hunt: Two tribal elders accused
of sheltering al-Qaida militants in a remote
tribal region near Afghanistan surrendered
to authorities Friday, a day after Pakistan’s
president vowed to wipe out foreign mili-
tants and their local supporters, the military
said.

Eda Khan and Dawar Khan, both of the
Sperjai Wazir tribe, were taken into custody
in Shakai, the scene of last month’s military
operation during which authorities say they
killed 100 people, including 30 local tribes-
men.

Indonesia terror: Indonesia wants to inter-
rogate top regional terror suspect Hambali
and told the U.S. secretary of state Friday
that its appeal for access to the suspect —
who is in American custody — is more ur-
gent following the recent arrests of six mili-
tants here.

Foreign Minister Hassan Wirayuda made
the request to interrogate Hambali at a
meeting with Colin Powell on the sidelines
of the security meeting, Indonesian officials
said. Powell said U.S. authorities would con-
sider the request, said foreign ministry
spokesman Marty Natalegawa.

Fighting in Afghanistan: U.S. and Afghan
troops battled rebels in a mountainous Tali-
ban stronghold, killing five and capturing
seven, officials said Friday.

Four other people were reporled killed in
separate clashes in Uruzgan province.

U.S. spokesman Maj. Rick Peat said one
Afghan soldier was injured in the fighting,
which broke out when a joint U.S.-Afghan
patrol encountered a group of militants.
Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Insurgents launch rocket strikes in Baghdad

Attacks fall short of Green Zone;
three more hostages released

BY ToDD PITMAN

The Associated Press
BAGHDAD — Insurgents
launched a series of rocket
strikes in Baghdad on Friday, hit-
ting two hotel used by

continued despite Monday’s han-
dover of sovereignty from the
former U.S. occupation authority.
About 160,000 foreign troops,
mostly American, remain in Iraq.
In Washmgmn a former Coali-

Westerners, police and witnesses
said. Three hostages — two Turks
and a Pakistani —
were released by
their captors.

In Sunni-domi-
nated Anbar prov-
ince, a U.S. Marine
was killed Friday
and a second died
of wounds suffered
in a separate en-
gagement the pre-
vious day, the U.S.

American
officials believe
the followers of

Saddam, not
al-Zarqawi,
pose the

Authority offi-
cial, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said
American  offi-
cials believe the
insurgency is
being carried out
by about 4,000 to
5,000 Saddam loy-
alists.

Other  violent
acts are being
committed by a
couple hundred

command said. greatest threat supporters of Jor-
Also, the Arab nian  terror
state of Yemen to the new ;\nﬂaslel:mmdl Qhu
i il usal al-Zar-
e g government. qawi and another
ing troops to Iraq if of hun-

the deployment had U.N. backing
and was under the control of the
world body, Foreign Ministry offi-
cials said.

A day earlier, Jordan’s King Ab-
dullah IT announced he was willing
to send troops to help the new Iraqi
government, potentially becoming
the first Arab state to do so.

Inone of Friday’s strikes, insur-
gents used the back of a van
parked just off central Baghdad’s
Firdous Square to fire rockets
from a multiple-rocket launcher,
a U.S. soldier told The Associated
Press. Another soldier said the
launcher fell over as a third
round was fired, setting the vehi-
cle ablaze.

One rocket from the attack
struck the Sheraton Hotel but
caused only minor damage. A sec-
ond exploded in the parking lot of
the Baghdad Hotel, used by West-
ern security contractors.

The U.S. military said insur-
gents were aiming for the nearby
Green Zone, the heavily guarded
area across the Tigris River that
houses the U.S. Embassy and of-
fices of Iraq’s newly sovereign in-
terim government.In a separate
attack in central Baghdad, insur-
gents fired rockets near the Mar-
jam Hotel, which also is used by
Westerners.

One rocket struck a statue in
nearby Wathik Square and anoth-
er landed near the Indonesian
Embassy without po-

dreds of foreign fighters, the offi-
cial said.

American officials believe the
followers of Saddam, not al-Zar-
qawi, pose the greatest threat to
the new government.

But there is little that Saddam,
who was arraigned in court Thurs-
day, has provided in the seven
months since his capture to help il-
luminate the threatIn an inter-
view in London on Thursday with
the British Broadcasting Corp.
television “Newsnight” program,
Jordan’s king said it would be
hard to turn down any request to
help Iraq’s new government.

“I presume that if the Iraqis
ask us for help directly, it would
be very difficult for us to say no,”
he said.

“Our message to the president
or the prime minister is: Tell us
what you want. Tell us how we
can help, and you have 110 per-
cent support from us,” he said. “If
we don’t stand with them, if they
fail, then we all pay the price.”

Kidnappers, meanwhile, ful-
filled a promise to free two Turk-
ish hostages after their employer
agreed to stop doing business
with the U.S. military in Iraq,
Turkish authorities said.

The two Turks released Friday
were Soner Sercali and co-work-
er Murat Kizil. They were report-
ed missing June 1.

The kidnappers, who identified

lice said.
The attacks were the latest in a
campaign by insurgents that has

as the
Brigade, freed the two men after
their employer, Kayleks pledged
to stop working in Ira

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

A fire burns after a rocket attack in Baghdad on Friday. Insurgents launched a series of rocket attacks Friday,
hitting two hotel compounds. The U.S. military said the rockets were intended for the nearby Green Zone.

Al-Jazeera television showed
the two men kneeling before
three masked insurgents, one of
whom read a statement saying
the men were being released
after having promised not to work
with coalition forces.

“To honor the Muslim Turkish
people, and upon the repentance
of the two hostages, and their
pledge not to do such a thing
again ... we decided to release
them in return for nothing,” the
gunman said.

An official at the Turkish Em-
bassy in Baghdad, speaking on
condition of anonymity, con-
firmed the release, adding that no
ransom had been paid.

Thousands of Turks work as
truck drivers or contractors in
Iraq.

The captives were accused of
working for the U.S. occupiers.

Also Friday, officials in Islama-
bad said a Pakistani driver who
was held hostage has been freed.

Amjad Hafeez’s captors had
threatened to behead him unless
President Gen. Pervez Musharraf

By The Associated Press

As of Thursday 853 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died since
the beginning of military opera-
tions in Iraq last year, according
to the Defense Department. Of
those, 632 died as a result of hos-
tile action and 221 died of non-
hostile causes.

The British military has re-
ported S9 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, eight; Bulgaria and Po-
land, six each; Ukraine, four;
Slovakia, three; Thailand, two;
Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia and the Nether-
lands have reported one each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major

U.S. deaths in Iraq

combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 715 U.S. servicemem-
bers have died — 523 as a result
of hostile action and 192 of
non-hostile causes.

The latest deaths reported by
U.S. Central Command

M A soldier died in a non-com-
bat related vehicle accident
Wednesday just north of the
Iraq-Kuwait border.

M A soldier was killed Thurs-
day by an explosive attack on a
convoy south of Mosul, Iraq.

M A Marine was killed Thurs-
day in Irag’s Al Anbar Province
while conducting security and
stability operations.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

B No new identifications.

closed Pakistan’s embassy in Iraq
and ordered all his countrymen
home.

More than 40 people from sev-

eral countries have been abduct-

ed in Iraq since April, many of
them released or freed by coali-
tion soldiers.

The Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tennessee — The Army has reversed it-
self and will continue to help a nonprofit group distrib-
ute honorary medallions that cite a Bible verse.

Fallen Friend, which since 1995 has distributed near-
1y 2,000 medallions to survivors of those killed in the line
of duty, had been told by the Army in May that it could
no longer help forward the medallions because the in-
scription “John 15:13” was inappropriate and might of-

Military reinstates Fallen Friend medals after controversy

fend some families.

The verse, which is not on the gold-colored medallion,
reads, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.”

The chief of the Army’s Casualty Operations Division
notified Fallen Friend President Bob Parker on Thursday
of the Army’s change of heart.

“Upon further evaluation, it has been determined that
while there is a Biblical reference on the medallion, this ref-
erence is not of such nature that it is likely to be offensive to

most next of kin,” Lt. Col. Kevin Logan wrote in an e-mail to
Parker. “I am sincerely sorry for any; inconvenience our ear-
lier decision made on you and yous

Since word spread of Parker’s troubles with the Army,
he has received numerous e-mails and letters in support.

“This is what makes America beautiful,” Parker said in
a telephone interview. “If people hadn’t gotten involved,
the Army wouldn’t have changed its mind.”

The military branches provide Parker the names of the
deceased, and he sends the medals to the branches to be
distributed to the survivors.
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Kimmitt: U.S. forces to stay despite handover

.BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — Despite this
‘week’s handover of political con-
trol to the new Iraqi government,
US. troops will be staying in
Iraq for the long haul, military of-
ficials said.

It could take years before
Iraq’s own security forces will be
ready to defend themselves and
the Iraqi people, according to
Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, depu-
ty operations director for Multi-
national Forces Iraq.

“Six months from now, we will
review our force numbers, and it
may allow us to start a reduction
in the number of forces,” Kim-
mitt said Wednesday in an inter-
view with Stars and Stripes. “But

er than necessary.”

U.S. forces will also be expect-
ed to stay on the offensive, Kim-
mitt said, though U.S. military
leaders would increasingly con-
fer on operations with Iraqi lead-
ershlp ‘when possible.

Gen. David Petraeus,
former commander of the 101st
Airborne Division, is overseeing
the training of Iragi forces, Kim-
mitt said.

Maj. T.V. Johnson, of the Fallu-
jah-based 1st Marine Expedition-
ary Forces, said Marines there
would not see an overnight differ-
ence in how they do business on
the ground.

“Eventually we’ll move off the
horizon as the Iraqi security forc-
es take a greater lead in securi-
ty,” Johnson said.

it will be Kimmitt
months,  if . said parts of
not . years, &k Siz months from nOw  waq  are
until we see . . tabl
the mission 20 WIll TEVICW OUr et seit et
ety . i
and have o force numbers, and  feert than
freestanding it may allow us to  fore  en-
and fully ca- ¢ o abling local
pable tyIfmqi start a reduction in and military
security forc- lead 1
s, the number of forces. o togeth.
“[Our_exit s er  more
strategy] is But it will be Closely.
o have a - ponths, if not years, For exam-
competent, A ple, in recent
Lra:ped.d until we see fighting  in
equippe o e B: ba,
and _fielded the mission el
Iragi securi- Baghdad,
ty forces that complete ... .77 comndad na
can do the Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt ~ Pittard  of
L‘;‘;VES them- Deputy operations director  the 1st Infan-
oo for Multinational Forces Iraq ;};ml?i;;'f)‘gf
ways  had ala provi
thatas our mission.” cial Gov. Abdullah Jabouri prior
‘We would like to do it quickly dropping four 500-pound

but are more concerned with
doing it right,” Kimmitt said.
“We don’t want to stay one day
longer than necessary, but we
don’t want to leave one day soon-

bombs on an insurgent strong-

hold, according to Capt. Bill Cop-

pernoll, a 1st ID spokesman.
“This meeting is a prime exam-

AP

U.S. Army 1st Cavalry soldiers approach a home in the Ghazeliya section of Baghdad on Wednesday, during a
raid in search of a suspected insurgent financier. Despite the transfer of power to the interim Iraqi govern-
ment, officials say U.S. troops will remain in Iraq indefinitely.

ple and the standard for what is
expected from this point on,”
Coppernoll said.

The 1st ID’s close relationship
with local leaders in Diyala facil
tated the meeting, Kimmitt said.
That relationship has helped de-
crease the guerrilla-type vio-
lence prevalent in tenser areas
such as Fallujah, west of Bagh-
dad.

“This [bombing in Diyala]

might have been a situation
where they wanted to make sure
the leaders were aware of what
was going on,” Kimmitt said.

Iraqi security officers will
eventually become first respond-
ers to flare-ups in their local com-
munities, Kimmitt said, with
U.S. and other forces holding
back but responding as needed.

Those changes will come on a

. "
y

basis, he said. In bigger cities
such as Baghdad, local security
duties would be assumed one
neighborhood at a time.
Furthermore, U.S. troops
would continue to detain prison-
ers who posed a threat to Iraqis,
said Kimmitt, adding that prison
operations were being reviewed
and that Iraqi oversight might be
integrated into some prisons.

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
il.estr d.mil

Activated Guard, Reserve may be due FICA refund

BY LIsA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Reserve and Na-
tional Guard members whose civilian em-
ployers are continuing to pay them a salary
while they are deployed may be due a par-
tial tax refund from the federal govern-
ment, according to Pentagon officials.

Among the Internal Revenue Service’s
myriad tax rules is one that exempts acti-
vated Guard and Reserve servicemembers
from paying Federal Insurance Contribu-
tion Act, or FICA, taxes on any supplemen-
tal income.

Supplemental income is the partial sala-
ry that some employers keep paying to acti-
vated employees, in order to make up any
differences between the money they re-
ceive from the U.S. military and their civil-
ian wages.

No law requires employers to make such
payments, according to Wayne Spruell,
principal director for manpower and per-
sonnel for the assistant secretary of de-
fense for reserve affairs.

“But we know a goodly number of em-
ployers will make up part of the differ-

How to get your FICA back

+ Reserve component members who
think they may be due a refund should
look at their civilian pay-stubs to see if
any FICA taxes have been taken out.

« If FICA has been paid, contact your ci-
vilian employer and explain that both of
you are due refunds (employers pay a por-
tion of FICA taxes).

« Ask your employer to seek a refund
by filing an amended tax return using
IRS Form 941. Your employer is then re-
sponsible for reimbursing you for the
taxes paid from your wages.

« If for some reason the employer refus-
es to file an amended return, you may file
a refund claim using IRS Form 843. Your
employer will still need to sign a state-
ment that says he is not seeking reim-
bursement of the FICA taxes.

* IRS forms can be downloaded at:
‘www.irs.gov/formspubs

« For assistance or questions, contact
your unit’s financial office, or a qualified
tax adviser.

Source: Office of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Reserve Affairs,

ence,” Spruell said in a Thursday tele-
phone interview.

Although their military wages are
tax-free as long as the servicemember is
deployed, reservists who are receiving sup-
plemental payments from their civilian em-
ployers still have to pay income taxes on
that money.

However, a retired Army Reserve offic-

er, Lt. Col. Frank Scattene, was poring over
the tax code this spring when he found a
provision that appeared to indicate that the
IRS does not consider supplemental wages
as “payments for services rendered,”
‘which means FICA does not apply, Spruell
said.

Affairs Council, a nonprofit Pennsylvania
advocacy organization, contacted Spruell’s
office with his findings in late April.

Spruell asked DOD lawyers to bring the
possible exemption to the attention of the
Defense Department’s Tax Council, which
deals with matters concerning the armed
forces’ federal, state, local and foreign tax
liabilities.

After discussing the matter with counter-
parts in the IRS, attorneys on the council
declared the exemption to be valid, Spruell
said.

“We've had our tax lawyers look at it .
and it's been confirmed by our atmmeys
that this is, in fact, how the IRS interprets
the law,” Spruell said.

Employers, which pay a portion of each
worker’s FICA taxes, are responsible for fil-
ing documents that will result in refunds
from the IRS [see box].

Refunds to employees would vary from a
few hundred to thousands of dollars, de-
pending on how much supplemental in-
come the employee is receiving and how
long the employer has been taking out
FICA by mistake, Spruell said.

Scattene, a certified public
who works with the Lehigh Valley Military

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.
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BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

VILSECK, Germany — A court-martial
panel Thursday sentenced a military po-
lice platoon leader who acknowledged

striking three Iragi prisoners in Baghdad

last summer to a reprimand and a fine in
one of the first cases of alleged prison
abuse to come to trial.

First Lt. Glenn A. Niles Jr., 31, of the
615th Military Police Companv, tearfully
pleaded guilty to a charge of conduct unbe-

ming an officer for his outburst July 30,
2003 at the Al Taji police station in Bagh-
dad. As part of a plea agreement, he was
acquitted on three counts of cruelty and
mistreatment of the prisoners.

The fine totaled $12,036, and a formal
reprimand typically halts an officer’s ca-
reer. But the 10-member panel of officers
heeded the pleas of Niles and his lawyer,
Capt. Robert Stelle, that he not be impris-
oned or dismissed from the

s certainly a victory for the defense,
and a very just result,” Stelle said.

The military co-prosecutor, Capt. Brian
Sardelli, also praised the panel’s conclu-
sion.

“Lieutenant Niles is a stellar officer
who snapped for about four or five sec-
onds,” he said. “I think the sentence fairly
reflects what Lieutenant Niles did.”

Niles had joined the Army in November

000 after earning a bachelor’s degree in
psychology and master’s in counseling
and working several years as a
drug-abuse counselor, according to testi-
mony from his wife, Tamara.

He already had been the leader of 615th

First It. avoids dishonorable discharge, jail

MP Company’s 1st Platoon for 18 months

when his unit deployed to

Iraq from its

the court on one of the prosecutors —
Niles grabbed the first man by the shoul-

home base in Grafenwohr, Germany, in der with his left hand and slugged him

March 2003. Three months
later, Niles’ platoon was as-
signed to train Iragi police
recruits at Al Taji. They
worked 12- to 16-hour days,
seven days a week, without
relief from the stifling heat,
said soldiers in the unit.
‘The police station includ-
ed asmalljail to temporari-
ly hold criminal suspects.

ug
Ahmed Galld Jodair, Muh-
sin Ali Mundi and Hidar
Abdulameer — who were
suspected of stealing a car
and killing its owner.

‘That night, said Staff Sgt.
Richard Goolie, a 1st Pla-
toon squad leader, Niles
learned that the three men
had tried unsuccessfully to
escape by punching a hole
through the wall of the jail
with a pipe.

‘The next morning at the jail, Niles told
Goolie and two other soldiers to bring the
three Iragis into the room where the hole
had been cut. Goolie said Niles lined the

at the men, “Did you do this?” but they

didn’t understand.

Then, Goolie said — demonstrating for

&k Licutenant Niles
is a stellar
officer who
snapped for

about four or
five seconds. I
think the
sentence fairly
reflects what
Lieutenant
Niles did. ¥

Capt. Brian Sardelli
military co-prosecutor

e prisoners up and shouted repeatedly

with his right. He did the
same to the second. As
Goolie jumped to restrain
his platoon leader, the
third prisoner fell to his
knees and pleaded, “No,
no!” but Niles kicked him
in the shoulder.

Shocked, the three sol-
diers escorted Niles out of
the room. Goolie said he
had never, before or since,
seen a soldier hit a prison-

er.

“I told him not to ever
put myself or my soldlers
into that position again,”
he said.

Lt. Col. John Garrity,
the battalion commander,
said he transferred Niles
to his headquarters staff
after the incident, and he
served well until the unit
returned to Germany in
February. He said the inci-

dent seemed isolated, and it wasn't even
mentioned in his evaluation report.
Numerous soldiers and officers who
served alongside Niles praised him. They
blamed the incident on the extreme stress.
of working in hot, dustv Baghdad, a city

MP reprimanded in Iraq prison abuse trial

did,” Garrity said. “[But] Lieutenant Niles
could work for me anytime, anywhere.”

Although preliminary charges were
filed last September, the case languished
until this spring, about the same time
news broke of the much more serious sys-
tematic abuse of Iraqi prisoners at the
Abu Ghraib prison near Baghdad.

An Article 32 hearing officer in May rec-
ommended Niles be reprimanded. But
Brig. Gen. Robert Williams, the court-mar-
tial convening authority for Army units in
northern Bavaria, ordered a general
court-martial instead.

Niles could have been sentenced to as
much as one year in prison and dismissal
from the Army — akin to a dishonorable
discharge for enlisted troops.

Sardelli argued for a sentence stiff
enough to deter others from beating pris-
oners. He accused the MPs of hiding and
mlmmlzmg Niles’ abuse.

e’s an officer — a police officer, an
MP, who, in front of his subordinates,
beats Iraqis, beats detainees,” San‘.lelli
told the panel. “This case is bigger than
Lieutenant Niles, bigger than an assault.
... Send a message that this type of con-
duct is not tolerated. We don’t treat Iraqis
like dogs.”

Stelle urged mercy for a man he de-
scribed as showing “duty, honor and cour-
age” but who snapped under stress.

“I’d never ask you to excuse what Lieu-
tenant Niles did, but I'd ask you to under-
stand how it happened,” Stelle said. “He
crossed the line. He made a mistake.”

riddled with

“I don't condone his behavior or what he

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Pair issued Article 15s after
smuggling AK-47 from Iraq

Day

SPC Jeremy
Smith
We love you
with all our
heart and soul.
Please be safe
and come home
soon. Love
Michelle and
Sebastian

SFC Timothy
Schmid,

We love you and are
50 proud of you!
Thank you for the
sacrifices
you have made over
the past 20 years for
our family and our
country. Happy
Father's Day!
Cindy, Mike, Megan
& Budi

Our Dad, Brian M.
Wilson
Twr a wonderful
husband and
amazing father.
We are with you in
spirit! From you
toving famil
Lindsay, MaKenzie
& Dylon. To a #1
Dad! We are so.
proud of you.

HAPPY
FATHER'S DAY

BY JON R. ANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

HEIDELBERG, Germany —
Two V Corps soldiers have been
handed punishments for smug-
gling an assault rifle out of Iraq.

“The two soldiers each got field
grade Article 15s for smuggling
an AK-47,” said V Corps spokes-
woman Hilde Patton.

An Article 15 is one of the Ar-
my’s ways of punishing soldiers
without formal charges or a
court-martial and is typically re-
served for minor offenses.

In this case, one soldier is a ser-
geant first class, the other a ser-

geant.

Both soldiers belonged to the
corps’ headquarters company.

The punishments, said Patton,
included reduction to E-4 for the
sergeant as well as a fine. The ser-
geant first class was handed extra
duty and a fine. E-7s and above
cannot be stripped of rank in any-
thing but a court-martial.

Patton was unable to determine
the amount of the fines.

Regulations bar soldiers from
bringing most “war trophies”
home from combat zones. While
enemy uniforms and even knives
are permitted, all firearms and ex-
plosives are strictly forbidden. V
Corps officials said that the
AK-47 was not operational and
did not have a bolt in it.

In fact, if prosecuted, the two
soldiers would have faced a maxi-
‘mum punishment of five years in
prison, reduction to E-1 and a dis-
honorable discharge.

Instead, the soldiers’ command-
er, Capt. Douglas Zahn, consult-
ing with his superiors and Army
legal experts, opted for much
lighter punishment.

“The decision was based on
what could be prosecuted in a
courtroom,” said Patton.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson
andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

man survived.

released.

The Associated Press

3 Gls charged in Iraqi jumping death

DENVER — Three soldiers have been charged with manslaugh-
ter in the drowning death of an Iraqi man who was forced to jump
off a bridge near Baghdad in January, the military said Friday.

A fourth soldier, who like the other three is from Fort Carson,
faces charges for allegedly ordering a second Iraqi to jump. That

‘The Army said the drowning happened Jan. 4 in the city of Samar-
ra. It described the victim as a detainee, but no other details were

Two of the soldiers, 1st Lt. Jack M. Saville and Sgt. 1st Class
Tracy E. Perkins, are charged with manslaughter, assault, conspira-
cy and obstruction of justice, according to officials with the 4th In-
fantry Division at Fort Hood. Sgt. Reggie Martinez s charged
manslaughter and Spe. Terry Bowman is charged with assault.from
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Family and friends wait eagerly for the arrival of 1st Armored Division soldiers returning from Iraq on Friday

in Baumholder, Germany.

Baumholder welcomes
1st AD soldiers home

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

BAUMHOLDER, Germany —
The curvaceous country road
leading to Baumholder is laced
with scores of bed sheets and
signs that more or less convey the
same message: Welcome Home.

One spouse of a 1st Battalion,
35th Armor Regiment soldier de!
vised a playful way to greet her
guy. In succession, her signs,
spaced about a mile apart, read:
Getting warm. Warmer. Really
Warm.

In so many ways, Friday
marked a memorable moment for
the 1st Armored Division. Be-
tween now and roughly the end of
the month, regular waves of
front-line troops are expected to
arrive home at their duty station
after more than 14 months in
Iraq.

The Baumholder military com-
munity, which lost 26 soldiers dur-
ing the deployment, was the first
to roll out the red carpet and
strike up the band.

“It’s a wonderful thing to see
Baumbholder come alive,” said An-
tonio Denson, the incoming ser-
geant major for the 4th Battalion,
27th Field Artillery Regiment.

Denson spoke courtside as he
and a couple of hundred family
members, friends and colleagues
waited for about 150 soldiers to
walk into Smith Barrack’s main
gymnasium, known as the Hall of
Champions. A couple of hours ear-
lier, a similar sized contingent,
made up mostly of 1st Battalion,
6th Infantry Regiment soldiers,
arrived to a heroes welcome.

On this day, Denson wasn't
there to welcome his new charg-
es. Instead, he came to lend moral
support to the 1-35 and 1-6. His
turn will come later next week.

“It’s a great feeling to see the
wives so happy,” he said, looking
into the stands.

Like the road leading into town,
the gymnasium, and really the en-
tire casern, are festoon with all
sorts of messages of support and
affection for homebound troops.
A regional brewery even got into
the act, stringing above a main
road in town a welcome home

sign.

In the bleachers back at the
gym sat 2l-year-old Crystal
Young. She came with other mem-
bers of her family to greet her
pop, Command Sgt. Major Wayne
Andrews. Young brought along a
sign for lhe occaslon which read:
“1-6 Hoo:

Young was all smiles, laughing
and joking with a friend while her
younger sister worked the fami-
ly’s home video camera. But
when Young was asked what it is
she wants her father to know, her
emouon changed and she began

toc

“I want him to know that I love
him,” she said as a tear streaked
down her left cheek. Young then
nodded toward her kid sister and

“We did a lot of growing up
Since he was gone.”

For 1st AD troops and their
families, the road home got long-
er this spring when the division
was told it would be extended for
up to 120 days to quell a series of
uprisings in and around Baghdad,
as well as in cities south of
capital, such as Najaf and Karba-
la.

During the extension several
Baumbholder troops died in com-
bat. Eight soldiers of the 4-27
were killed by a car bomb in
Baghdad on April 29. A month
later, two soldiers died when
their vehicle hit an explosive de-
vice the day before Memorial
Day.

Capt. James Hoffman, the rear
detachment commander for the
1-6, said the two deaths marked
the last fatalities suffered by
Baumbholder’s 2nd Brigade.

“We thought we were going to
make it all the way through” the
deployment without a fatality,

offman somberly said in a tele-
phone interview Thursday.

But on this day, Friday, and for
the next few weeks, cheer and re-
hef and happiness wnll mostly pre-

Aﬂer the troops walked into the
gymnasium to a thunderous ap-
plause, after an invocation and
the briefest of speeches, and after
the national anthem and Army
song, the place erupted. The peo-
ple in the bleachers rushed out
onto the basketball court to touch
and feel their spouse or parent or
friend.

“They look fabulous, marvel-
ous, beautiful,” 1st Sgt. Desiderio
Fierro of Company B, 1-6 Infan-
try said of his wife, daughter and
son.

Several troops spoke of unwind-
ing at home this Fourth of July
weekend.

One spouse said she hopes the
rain doesn’t stop because she
wants to stay home with her
hubby.

Fierro’s wife, Vera, plans to
whip up a pot of his favorite soup.

Regina brought her dad flow-
ers for the occasion, and Desi Jr.
wants to talk to his dad about his
future now that he has graduated
from high school.

Outside the gym, Sgt. Manolo
Gonzalez seemed to be soaking in
the cooler temperatures and ad-
miring the lush, green terrain all
around him.

Gonzalez said he still has a
ways to go before he’s reunited
with his wife, Priscilla, who is
back in the United States staying
with her family.

“I'm just glad to be home,”
Gonzalez said before repeating
himself.

E-mail Kevin Dougherty at:
igherty

Tom Philpott

Defense officials
explain delays in
CRSC payments

Force Lt. Col. Gordon J.

Brymer of San Antoni
and perhaps 40,000 other mil
tary retirees, eligible to have
lost retired pay restored, effec-
tive June 1, 2003.

Most of them had suffered se-
rious combat-related injuries.
When they received VA compen-
sation for service-related condi-
tions, they saw their military re-
tirement reduced or slupped,
the result of a law banning “con-
current receipt” of both full re-

n December 2002, a law
I took effect that made Air

pay caused by regular VA com-
pensation tied to combat inju-

ries.

But officials have not pinned
down how to automate full
CRSC for those who lose addi-
tional retired pay due to VA com-
pensation paid for Individual
Unemployability or as Special
Monthly Compensation. This pri-
marily affects officers and se-
nior enlisted, those more likely
to have retired pay remaining to
offset when they became eligi-
ble for IU, SMC or both.

DFAS has had greater suc-
cess ing Cq Re-

tired pay and VA
Brymer, who has diabetes
and heart ailments from expo-
sure to the defoliant Agent Or-
ange in Vietnam, was glad to see
Congress finally act to ease that
ban. In January 2004, Congress
tripled the num-
ber of retirees eli-
gible to see re
tired
stored under &he
same program,
Combat-Related

&k People perceived
that, as soon as
we got the

tirement and Disability Pay-
ments, also effective as of Jan. 1.
Paid to retirees with disabilities
rated 50 percent or higher, that
may or may not be combat-relat-
ed, it also restores lost retire-
ment automati-
cally,  versus
having to apply
for CRSC. But it
does so over 10
years, rather
lhan immediate-

Special Compen- . .
sation guidance ... we fCRsc “is a bit

Today, 18 p of expectation
‘months after Con- would be able gone  wrong,”
gress  created 4 said Karen Bell,
CRSC, Brymer to pay. [But deputy program
and thousands of  that guidance] — manager  for
retirees  suffer- . . DFAS  retired
ing from serious 20 Still silent  and  annuitant

combat ailments
and injuries have

on a number of

pay operations
based in Cleve-

yet to receive full . land.  “People
CRSC. Brymer, issues and perceived that,
73, figures he is . as soon as we
owed at least didn’t work got the guid-
18,000. The ance from [the
total rises month- out the Office of Secre-
ly by about technical tary of Defense

$1,400. What irks
him more is the

processes. ¥y

in Aprill, we
would be able to

lack of official ex- pay.” But that
planation for the Karen Bell  guidance, Bell
delay. “Just tell deputy program manager ~ said, “was  still
me what's going for DFAS retired and _ Silent on a num-
on!” he said. ber of issues

In a Wednes-
day phone inter-
view, officials at the Defense Fi-
nance and Accounting Service
in  Cleveland = described a
“mess” of administrative chal-
lenges to be addressed. They
could not predict when these re-
tirees, perhaps 10 to 15 percent
of CRSC applicants, will see full
monthly CRSC, or a catch-up
payment for missed or partial
CRSC payments as far back as
June of last year.

The impacted retirees all
have 20 or more years of ser-
vice, and disabilities that the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs de-
cided makes them 100 percent
“unemployable” or so severely
handicapped that they qualify
for Special Monthly Compensa-
tion atop regular VA disability

pay.

Defense officials figured out
how to pay CRSC to restore dol-
lar-for-dollar offsets in retired

annuitant pay operations

and didn’t work
out the techni-
cal processes.”

Bell works for Lockheed Mar-
tin Corp., which got the contract
to run retired pay operations for
DFAS in January 2002, part of a
wider government initiative to
cut administrative costs with pri-
vate contracts. Defense civilians
maintain oversight and, in the
same interview, offered assur-
ances that DFAS is working
with the VA, the services and
policymakers on CRSC.

DFAS officials plan no mass
mailings to explain CRSC de-
lays but updates will be posted
at www.dfas.mil. Retirees who
receive service notification of
CRSC approval, but aren’t paid
within 60 days, can call DFAS
at: (800) 321-1080.
To commen on this column,write
Military Update, P.0. Box 231111,
Centrevillo, VA 3012611111, e-mail
milupdate@aol.com or visit: www.
ilitaryupdate.com




Saturday, July 3, 2004 - STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION - PAGE 7

War Is Tough on Families

Military life has enough challenges without worrying
about how your loved ones will contact you... especially
during times of conflict. I know, because I grew up in a
military family and served as a Navy Admiral.

You can count on the American Red Cross to help you
wherever you go. Whether you're at sea, or on an
installation, we can help your loved ones back home
get messages to you, or from you, in case of emergency.
‘We can also help you through counseling and other
needed assistance.

The Red Cross was there for my family, and we’ll be
there for yours. In fact, we support thousands of
military families each year.

For more information, or to learn how you can
help, please contact your local Red Cross or visit
www.redcross.org. Thank you.

7 W American
hat Red Cross
Marsha Evans

President and CEO, American Red Cross Together, we can save a life
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret.)
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BY MARNI MCENTEE
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — In nearly six years as an
A-10 Thunderbolt II crew chief,
Staff Sgt. Jeremy Baldwin had
never seen the warplanes un-
leash their firepower.

Baldwin, 24, stationed at Span-
gdahlem Air Base, Gerrnany,
had been on plenty of exercises
and served in Afghanistan last
year. But it wasn’t until a train-
ing trip to Slovakia that he got to
watch the planes practice the
missions he’d always prepared
them for.

“It makes you appreciate all
the work you do on a daily basis.
You can see the effort you put
into making this job happen,”
said Baldwin, 24, of Castle Rock,
Wash.

Baldwin is among 190 mem-
bers of Spangdahlem’s 81st
Fighter Squadron wrapping up a
three-week exercise in Slovakia.
At Malacky Air Base near Brat-
islava, Baldwin watched from
the flight line as A-10 pilots
swooped over their targets and
dropped inert bombs, then
swung back and fired Gatling
gun barrages.

Most of the time, pilots take
their aircraft on far-flung,
real-world missions out the crew
chiefs’ line of sight. And most ex-
ercises launch from a base to a
weapons range far away, Bald-
‘win said.

At Malacky, the A-10 crew got
a front-row seat.

81st gearing up for war

Spangdahlem-based fighter squadron performs
3-week exercise in preparation for deployment

GERARDO D. GONZALEZ/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

Air Force Staff Sgt. Jeremy Baldwin, of the 52nd Aircraft Mainte-
nance Squadron out of Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, marshals in

an A-10 Thunderholt Il fighter jet Wednesday

loted by Capt. Tim

Sumija, of Spangdahlem’s 81st Fighter Squadron at Malacky Air

Force Base in Slovakia.

Traini at the Kuchyna
Range offers pilots of eight 81st
A-10s an opportunity to practice
deploying as a unit to a
bare-bones base, pilot Capt. Dial-
lo Creal said. The amenities are
better than the tent-living in Af-
ghanistan, but not as comfort-
able as in Germany, he said.

In the three-week exercise,
Creal and 19 other A-10 pilots
flew 16 sorties a day and fired
200-400 rounds a day from the
30-mm Gatling gun, he said.

The pilots dropped BDU-33s,
an inert bomb about the size of a

bread loaf that sends up a puff of
smoke when it hits. Cameras set
up along the range record the ac-
curacy of the hits.

“It’s a test run for when we go
on our next deployment,” said
Creal, 30, of Atlanta. The 81st
will likely be tapped for a Mid-
dle East tour later this summer,
a Spangdahlem spokesman said.

“We’'re not being shot at
here,” Creal said. “You can’t sim-
ulate everything. But it is good
practice for wherever we end up
going next.”

E-mail Marni McEntee at:
McEnteem@mail estripes.osd.mil

Zwack takes over

Col. Peter B. Zwack has taken
command of the 66th Military In-
telligence Group in Darmstadt,
Germany.

Zwack replaced Col. Gus E.

Phone 404.524.
I

eral Employment Law &
AT Ao e T enTe b P
Representing Federal Employees in Employment Claims
EEO ® OPM * MSPB * Retirement
Federal Litigation & Appeals Worldwide

9111
johnson@melvilejohnson.com

Allanta, Georgia
m

Greene Sr. at a on-
day at Kelley Barracks, a 233rd
Base Support Battalion news re-
lease said.

Zwack recently came from Kos-
ovo, where he served a yearlong
deployment with NATO’s Kosovo
Force. He also has served in
South Korea, and in Aschaffen-
burg, Augsburg and Wiesbaden,
Germany, among other assign-
ments, according to the release.

Greene will be working in the
Pentagon’s office of the deputy as-
sistant secretary for military intel-
ligence.

Patton’s son dies

BOSTON — Maj. Gen. George
S. Patton, son of the legendary
World War II general of the same
name, has died at age 80.

Patton suffered from a form of
Parkinson’s disease and died on
Sunday, said his wife, Joanne.

A West Point graduale like his
father, he saw combat in Korea
and Vietnam.

Father and son both command-
ed the Army’s Second Armored
Division.

From staff and wire reports

EXPERIEN,
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Schweinfurt’s July 4
celebration activities

Carnival rides, sports, music
and fireworks highlight the Fourth
of July celebration this weekend in
Schweinfurt, Germany.

On Saturday:

W 5K, 10K or 20K
walk/run/bike ride “to Iraq &
back,” 6 a.m. to noon.

M Food and beverages will be
available at various booths, 10
am.toll p.m.

B German-American  horse-
shoe- thmwing tournament, 10
am. to

lCarmval rides, 10 am. to 8

12
W Child and Youth Services
will have numerous games, in-
cluding football throw and tug of
war, for kids and teens, 2 to 6

p.m.

W Music at the Morale, Welfare
and Recreation tent, 4 to 11 p.m.

On Sunday:

W Championship softball game
and carnival rides, starting at 10

B Free batting at Kessler bat-
ting cages for children under 18,
11 am. to 2 pm. Batting for
adults costs S1. Bowling will be
$1all day.

W Kids’ bike parade and deco-
rating contest, noon to 1 p.m.

ITennlS doubles tournament,
1to3p.

IBmgo in MWR tent, 1 to 3

pm.
W Climbing wall set up for free
use, 105 p.m.
M Musical entertainment pro-
vide by a disc jockey, 1 to 6 p.m.
B Commander’s_greeting and
salute to the state flags, from 6 to

7D

l Speclal surprise, superhero
guest activities and games with
kids at CYS, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

W CYS inflatables are set up for
children to play on, from 2 to

pm.
B3 on 3 basketball tourna-
ment in Kessler Gym, from 2 to 4

pm.

W Autographs and picture ses-
sion with Superman, from 4:30 to
5:30 p.m.

‘W Superman gives a motivation-
al speech, 6 to 7 p.m.

M Musical entertainment with
the Dusty Brothers in the MWR
tent, 7 to 11 p.m.

W Fireworks
pm.

display, 10:30

Messages of Suppor

*

LONG overdue. Jernigen

home safely.

Grace, Parents

grade,

Dear David, We are sending our love and support
knowing that you are doing your upmost to do what
you have been trained to do the last four years. There
are so many people praying for your safety, those you do not
even know. We love you and ate so proud of you, and pray for
your safe return soon! Love, Mom and Dad (Ft. Mohave, Az.)

Dear Vaughn!! Sweetie just a short note to tell you

how much I am missing you. T love you very much.

Please take of yourself, stay safe and hurry come
home. Know that you are always in my thoughts and specially
in my prayers. | love you. Lidiane Bridges

[ just wanted to say thank you and god bless to those
still serving on active duty in the Gulf. My Friends

and are gulf T vets and know what your doing is

Just want you to know that we love you and miss you.
Can't wait until you return. All our love, your wife

and daughter, Elizabeth and Michelle.

Thank you for all you a giving up to protect all of us
* at home and to make our lives and those of your

family and friends safe. We worry about ALL of you
everyday and pray for your safe return.Robert Alan we all miss
you and love you very very much.Be safe, 1love you and am
very proud of you. Love Aunt Cindy

‘To VENTURA, Janell, Just to let you know that you
* are always in our thoughts and in our prayers. Please
continue to be strong and we expect ypou to come
The whole Ventura family and friends are
plraying for your safe return. We love you son!l! Val and

Thank you for serving our country, T have family
members who were in the Air Force. ! h




Saturday, July 3, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

IN THE STATES

PAGE 9

‘Godfather’ actor
Brando dead at 80

BY BOB THOMAS

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Marlon
Brando, who revolutionized
American acting with his Method
performances in “A Streetcar
Named Desire” and “On the Wa-
terfront” and went on to create
the iconic character of Don Vito
Corleone in “The Godfather,” has
died. He was 8

Brando died at an undisclosed
Los Angeles hospital Thursday, at-
torney David J. Seeley said Fri-
day. The cause of death was being
withheld, Seeley said, noting the
actor “was a very private man.”

Brando, whose unpredictable
behavior made him equally fasci-
nating off the screen, was ac-
claimed the greatest actor of his
generation, a two-time winner of
the Academy Award who influ-
enced some of the best actors of
the generation that followed,
among them Al Pacino, Robert
De Niro and Jack Nicholson.

“Marlon would hate the idea of
people chiming in to give their
comments about his death. All 'll
say is that it makes me sad he’s
gone,” said Francis Ford Coppola,
who directed “The Godfather.”

e was the unforgettable em-

bodiment of the brutish Stanley
Kowalski of “A Streetcar Named
Desire,” the mixed up Terry Mal-
loy of

“On the Waterfront”
(which won
him his first
Oscar) ~and
the wily Cor-
leone of
“The Godfa-
ther” (which
won him his
second.) But
his private
life may best
be defined
by a line
from  “The
Wild One,”
in which Brando, playing a motor-
cycle gang leader, is asked what
he’s rebelling against.

“Whattaya got?”” was his fa-
mous reply.

His most famous act of rebel-
lion was his refusal in 1973 to ac-
cept the best actor Oscar for “The
Godfather.” Instead, he sent a
woman who called herself
Sasheen Littlefeather to read a di-
atribe about Hollywood’s treat-
ment of Native Americans.

Brando’s private life turned
tragic years later with his son’s

Brando

+ -
+ 4

:
e

3

Bonasera, portrayed by Frank Puglia, left, asks Don Vito Corleone,
portrayed by Marlon Brando, for a favor in a scene from the 1972
movie “The Godfather.” Brando passed away from undisclosed causes
at a Los Angeles hospital Thursday. He was 80.

conviction for killing the boy-
friend of his half sister, Cheyenne
Brando, in 1990. Five years later,
Cheyenne committed  suicide,
still depressed over the killing.
She Was 25

in Omaha, Nebraska, in
1924 Marion Brando Jr. grew up
a pudgy, mischievous boy called
Bud. At 19, he moved to New York
and studied acting with Stella
Adler. He appeared in such plays
as “I Remember Mama,” “A Flag
is Born” and “Truckline Cafe” be-
fore the Tennessee Williams play

that made him famous, “A Street-
car Named Desire” in 1947.

His first marriage was_to ac-
tress Anna Kashfi in 1957; they
separated a year later. In 1960 he
married a Mexican actress, Movi-
ta, who had appeared in the first

“Mutiny on the Bounty.” They
were divorced after he met Tahi-
tian beauty Tarita, and bought an
island, Tetiaroa. All three wives
were pregnant when he married
them. He had nine children.

Details about funeral plans
weren't disclosed.

FBI issues holiday alert

WASHINGTON — A constant
stream of intelligence indicating
that al-Qaida wants to strike the
United States this summer or au-
tumn has led federal officials to
urge increased vigilance for U.S.
this Independence Day weekend,
but there is no specific threat of
an attack timed to the holiday.

Inabulletin sent to law enforce-
ment agencies nationwide Thurs-
day, the FBI said police should
step up patrols and watch for
signs of terrorist activity, includ-
ing surveillance of potential tar-
gets.
The FBI also listed advice on
how to spot possible suicide
bombers.

“We know the U.S. homeland
remains a top al- -Qaida target,”
the FBI said in the bulletin, sent
weekly to 18,000 state and local
law enforcement agencies.

Fourth of July celebrations are
among the symbolic events that
USS. officials say could present
an inviting target to al-Qaida,
which intelligence reports indi-
cate will attempt an attack dur-
ing summer or fall. An attack
also could be timed to coincide
with the national political conven-
tions or the November elections,
plus the Olympics in August in
Athens, Greece.

Homeland Security Secretary
Tom Ridge said the warni
were not issued because of a spe-
cific threat.

From The Associated Press
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Coshy again demands blacks be responsible

Bill Cosby, with Jesse Jackson, right, head
of the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, blasts
critics who complained when he upbraided
low-income blacks for squandering civil
rights opportunities, on Thursday at the
group’s annual conference in Chicago.

BY JAMAL WATSON
Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO — Despite a storm of criti-
cism, Bill Cosby’s unvarnished call for
blacks to take responsibility for their ac-
tions has not changed.

In fact, his talk Thursday at the Rain-
bow/PUSH Coalition’s annual conference
in Chicago was every bit as forceful as a
speech he gave in May in Washington that
drew protests from across the nation.

“This is the time, ladies and gentlemen,
when we have to turn the mirror around
and look at ourselves,” said Cosby, whose
tough talk at the Sheraton Chicago Hotel &
Towers was greeted with applause and
cheers. “We need to stop this. We cannot
protect ourselves 1f the picture of our-
selves is in a trough.

He told the activists that black children
are running around not knowing how to
read or write and “going nowhere.” He
also had harsh words for struggling black
men, telling them: “Stop beating up your
women because you can’t find a job.”

Most of the 1,000 participants who
crowded into a conference room for break-
fast and a panel discussion seemed to wel-
come the message.

To them, Cosby was just telling the truth.
Some said they didn’t understand the brou-
haha that surfaced after comments Cosby
made in May at a gala marking the 50th an-

niversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Brown vs. Board of Education decision.
There, he said black families should take
more for their eds

black people. Instead, he was emphasizing
that the impact of the 1954 landmark Su-
preme Court decision — which outlawed

transmitting strong morals and planning
for the future.

“I don’t know why that’s seen as contro-
versial,” said Rasheed Wilson, 17, of Chica-
go. “I actually thought what he was saying
was inspiring. He's lalkmg about improv-
ing our community.”

In what has become a recent crusade of
his, the comedian-actor best known for his
role as Heathcliff Huxtable on the Cosby
Show from 1984 to 1992 said black parents
should take a more active role in helping
curtail the soaring high school dropout rate
and pregnancy rate among black teens.

After the May speech at Constitution
Hall, some black newspaper columnists,
civil rights activists and intellectuals criti-
cized Cosby for attacking America’s black
poor. They charged that his comments rep-
resented elitism and displayed his discon-
nect from the community’s underclass.

In that speech, Cosby told the crowd that
“the lower economic people are not hold-
ing up their end in this deal. These people
are not parenting. They are buying things
for kids — $500 sneakers for what? And
won’t spend $200 for ‘Hooked on Phon-
ics””

On Thursday, he reiterated that his earli-
er criticism was not directed at all poor

in public schools — had not
been appreciated fully in certain quarters
of urban America.

“Im sorry. I was not talking about all,”
he said Thursday, adding that he remains
concerned about the number of blacks who
are illiterate and do not have a firm com-
mand of standard English.

“This is an epidemic. We've got to do
something about it.”

‘The warm reception that Cosby received
Thursday was a sign that his message, how-
ever controversial, has resonated with
most blacks, said Rev. Jesse Jackson.

“Bill's point was to lift up, not to tear
down,” Jackson said in defense of his old
friend.

But Tonya Bell, 36, of Chicago said
Cosby, 66, is out of touch with the plight of
poor blacks. The single mother of two teen-
age boys said she had read accounts of Cos-
by’s statements but came to Thursday’s
talk to hear him in person.

“I don’t think he understands how hard
itis out here,” she said.

“Some of us are really trying hard to be
good parents, but we are working two and
three jobs to make ends meet. We can’t al-
ways jump up and run up to the school
when our kids are having problems. We
just can’t do it.”

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

S.C. adds

Video catches L.A. police

biracial
daughter
to statue

Essie Mae’s name on
Thurmond monument

The Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The name
of Strom Thurmond’s biracial
daughter was added Thursday to
his monument on the Statehouse
grounds — further public ac-
knowledgment of what had once
been a closely held secret.

It took two hours to engrave
“Essie Mae” under the names of
the late senator’s four children
with his second wife, Nancy.

“We are excited to no end, and
we are so grateful that it moves
one to tears of joy and gratitude,”
said Frank Wheaton, attorney for
Essie Mae Washington Williams.

The General Assembly passed
legislation in May to add Will-
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The name of Strom Thurmond’s biracial daughter is shown added to his
unfinished monument on the South Carolina Statehouse grounds in

Columbia on Thursday.

iams’ name to Thurmond’s statue,
which was erected in the late
1990s and shows the one-time seg-
regationist around age 60.

Thurmond was 22 when Will-
iams, now 78, was born to a
16-year-old black maid working
at his family’s Edgefield home.

Williams knew Thurmond was
her father for decades but — not
wanting to harm his career —
kept silent until after his death.

urmond met with Williams

throughout her life, giving her
money to go to school and helpmg
her family.

Williams’ attorney also an-
nounced this week that she plans
to apply for membership in the
United Daughters of the Confed-
eracy, a group open to descen-
dants of soldiers who fought for
the South in the Civil War.

Williams also plans to seek
membership in the National Soci-
ety of Daughters of the American
Revolution and will accept a
“prominent role” with the Black
Patriots Foundation, which hon-
ors blacks who fought in the Revo-
lutionary War.

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A second
recently  videotaped  arrest
shows officers beating a suspect
with a flashlight, but they don’t
appear to violate department
procedures, police officials said.

Police Chief William Bratton
met with about 100 black com-
munity leaders Thursday, a day
after the broadcast of a home-
made video that showed an offic-
er using a flashlight to strike a
man during a June 19 arrest in
South Los Angeles.

Bratton said the department
has been investigating the inci-
dent, which occurred four days
before TV news helicopters vid-
eotaped an officer striking sus-
pected car thief Stanley Miller
with a flashlight 11 times after
he appeared to surrender.

Bratton has called Miller’s ar-
rest “a mess” and said that was
not how officers were taught to
detain suspects at the police
academy.

But the arrest of Curtis Gib-
son appeared to be different, he
said.

“While it doesn’t look good, it

beating another suspect

would appear to be, under our
policies in the arrest situation,
an appropriate use of force,”
Bratton said.

Mayor James Hahn tried to re-
assure community leaders that
there was no pattern of abuse.

“We dont want people to
think this kind of thing is hap-
pening every day,” Hahn said.

“Whether there’s a videotape or
not, I'm not going to tolerate ex-
cessive use of force by the Po-
lice Department.”

Gibson, 37, was one of four
people arrested during a rowdy
party in the courtyard of an
apartment complex. Police al-
lege he threw a bottle that hit an
officer in the head and injured
him. He also reached for an of-
ficer’s gun during the struggle,
police alleged.

The Los Angeles County dis-
trict attorney’s office said it was
investigating the arrest in con-
junction with the LAPD.

Gibson has been charged with
assault on an officer and other
felonies. He was being held on
$250,000 bail and was sched-
uled to appear Friday for a pre-
liminary hearing.

Seven in New Jersey charged in scheme to sell military technology to China

The Associated Press

TRENTON, N.J. — Federal
prosecutors charged seven peo-
ple in a scheme to sell prohibited
military technology to China, the
U.S. Attorney’s Office said.

The seven, who work for two
companies in Mount Laurel, were
arrested Thursday morning, said
Greg Reinert, a spokesman for
the office.

They were involved in a
scheme to sell components used
in defense weapons systems such
as radar, smart weapons and war-
fare communications, Reinert
said.

Two criminal complaints allege
that officers and employees of
Universal Tt ies Inc. and

also allegedly schemed to hide
their illegal exports by purport-
ing to send the restricted items to
a US. company operating in
China and by falsifying other doc-
uments.

They allegedly sent the sensi-
tive national security items to
tate research institu-

Manten Electronics Inc. violated
U.S. export laws. The defendants

tions within China’s borders, the
US attorney for New Jersey,

Christopher J. Christie, said in a
statement.

One complaint accuses UTI
president Teng Fang “Terry” Li,
63, and vice president Zhonghe
“James” Ji, 41, of conspiracy,
wire fraud and vlolanng the feder-
al Arms Export Control Act and
International Traffic in Arms Reg-
ulations. A third employee faces
similar charges.

A separate complaint accuses
Manten president Xu Weibo, also
known as Kevin Xu, 37, of conspir-
acy, wire fraud, and violating ex-
port and arms trafficking laws.
Three others at Manten, its vice
president, controller and purchas-
ing agent, also were charged.

The seven are all naturalized
U.S. citizens or legal permanent
residents.
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Deadly car bomb raises new fears in Turkey

3 dead, 24 injured in nation’s Kurdish southeast

BY JAMES C. HELICKE
The Associated Press

ISTANBUL, Turkey — A car
bomb blast in a bustling street in
an eastern Turkish city Friday
Killed at least three people and in-
jured 24 others, sparking fears of
renewed separatist fighting in the
country’s mainly Kurdish south-
east. The government quickly
vowed to keep up its fight against
the rebels.

The apparent target of the at-
tack, Hikmet Tan, the governor of
the city of Van, was not injured
when  the remote-controlled
bomb went off in a busy shopping
area. He accused autonomy-seek-
ing Kurdish rebels, who last
month ended a unilateral
cease-fire, of carrying out the at-
tack.

The rebels, however, denied
any involvement. Militant leftists
and Islamic groups are also ac-
tive in Turkey.

Tan said the casualties were all
bystanders,  including  a
12-year-old child peddling bub-
ble gum on the street.

“Turkey will never tolerate ter-
rorism,” said Foreign Minister

Abdullah Gul. Turkey “will al-
ways fight terrorism.”

The car used in the blast was re-
duced to a charred and smolder-
ing chunk of metal. Blood could
be seen on the street and win-
dows of a nearby building were
shattered. The blast burst a pipe
on the street which was flooded
by water.

The windows of the governor’s
car were shattered in the blast.
Holes could be seen in the side of
his luxury car.

Tan said a suspect had been de-
tained and police also said they
found another bomb in the area
and defused it.

The attack was the latest in the
surging violence in Turkey’s over-
whelmingly Kurdish southeast
since the rebels announced on
June 1 that they were giving up a
five-year unilateral cease-fire,
saying Turkey had not responded
in kind.

The blast also came amid Turk-
ish requests that the United
States crack down on Kurdish
rebels who have bases across the
border in northern Iraq. Turkish
leaders emphasized the issue

Stars and Stripes
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when U.S. President Bush visited
Turkey last weekend.

Some 37,000 people were killed
before the rebels suspended hos-
tilities in 1999 following the cap-
ture of their leader, Abdullah
Ocalan, and Friday’s attack re-
newed fears of new hostilities in
the region.

“These are efforts to again cre-
ate fear and terror,” said Tan,
who blamed the attacks on the
Kurdistan Workers' Party, or
PKK, now known as KON-
GRA-GEL. The group is consid-
ered a terrorist organization by
the United States and the Europe-
an Union.

“This is a terrorist attack not
against me, but against the peo-
ple of Van,” he said, adding that
the victims were Kurds.

The rebels, however, denied in-
volvement in the bombings, say-
ing they condemn “every action
that would cost the lives and as-
sets of civilians,” according to a
statement made to the Germa-
ny-based Mesopotamia news
agency, which often reports rebel
group statements.

There have been recent reports
of splits within the group’s leader-

BY JAMES C. HELICKE
The Associated Press

ISTANBUL, Turkey — Police
on Friday revealed they found
explosives at Istanbul’s airport
last week — only hours before
the arrival of the prime minister
and two days before U.S. Presi-
dent George W. Bush and other
NATO leaders came for an alli-
ance summit.

Police spokesman Ramazan
Er said police had defused ex-
plosives in a parking garage in
Istanbul’s airport on June 25
but provided no other details.

Another police official, who
spoke on condition of anonymi-

Turkish police say explosives
found ahead of NATO summit

ty, said that 14 pounds of triace-
tone triperoxide, or TATP, an
explosive that has been used by
Turkish Marxist groups, was
found in a parking garage.

‘The official said a small Marx-
ist group, MLKP-FESK —
which claimed responsibility
for an Ankara blast last Thurs-
day outside the hotel where
Bush had been scheduled to
stay — was also believed to have
been involved in the airport
plot.

The bomb was found in a tire
inside the parking garage, news-
papers reported. It is not clear if
the bomb could have caused

ship between factions that favor a
return to violence and those who
advocate a political struggle.
Four Kurdish former lawmak-
ers — Leyla Zana, Hatip Dicle,
Orhan Dogan and Selim Sadak —
who were recently released from
prison — condemned Friday’s at-
tack. The four were in prison for
10 years following convictions on

damage beyond the garage.
charges they supported the
rebels

“We condemn this attack, no
matter who did it,” the four said
in a statement.

Security concerns in Turkey
have been heightened since No-
vember, when four suicide truck
bombings blamed on al-Qaida
killed more than 60 people in
Istanbul.

f Support

Hello Traops, [ just wanted to say that no
matter where no matter what GOD is always
daes, but He knows best. Put your trust in a Higher

Power {God) whatever that power is.
can take your life, only God can save your soul. You're

be done, not ours. {Praying that it ends quickly with as
few deaths as possible. Thank you for fighting for our
country ladies and gentlemen. MD

To ALL service people in the Gulf. My
* Prayers are with yau Daily & I know what
you're going thru-My Son was a Medi-Vac
pilot there in the Orig. War there. Be Patient with the
war--You will Prevail..!! Peace be with you all...R.G.

Cook-—-N.J. (I'malso a Vet)

1 miss you here. God bless you! | LOVE
YOU, your daugther, D, MEDINA

Isit in my home thanking God that you are
* there for me, thanking him for every blessing

1 have, my warm meal, my shoes on my fect,
my life and especially my liberty and freedom. [ do
this hoping and praying it will be aver soon. Come
hame safe.

there, We may not like some of the things He
Man or machine

in my prayers and so are  your families. May God's will

Hello, My name is Lisa. 1live in Sherrills
* Ford, North Carolina with my husband and

our 10 year old twin boys. Sherrills Ford is a
small community on Lake Norman about an hour
narthwest of Charlotre. Today we are enjoying the
beautiful Carolina sunshine. It's in the mid 70's and
feels wonderful outside. I've been fortunate enough to
spend some time outside today. However, | find
myself turning on CNN every few hours to see what is
going on in [rag. | know what we see on tv is only a
very small part of the whole picture. Tam writing to
you now hecause | just want to tell you how much we
appreciate what you are doing for not only your
country, but for the world. The terrorism our world
has faced is nat something | want my children to have
to live with when they are adults. [ really believe what
you are doing in Iraq is, in the end . going to make the
world a safer and better place. Thank you for your
service ta our country and for the personal sacrifices
you are making. Again, thank you .. [ pray for your safe
and speedy return. Lisa

To All the Soldiers, 1am proud to say that |
* am a Soldier in the US Army.  Although, |

am not deployed or stationed over there in
Iraq, my heart still goes out 1o each and everyone of
you that are there. Just wanted to say YOU ALL are
in our pravers and thoughts everyday...I am so proud
of each of you for fighting for our great country. |
know that YOU ALL give 100% + each and every day
in your efforts of perseverance during this time of war.
Thank you, M. 5. Flores

Please accept my sincerest thanks on behalf of
* myself and my family. | have nothing but the

deepest admiration for all you have sacrificed
for this country, 1 especially want you to know that by
far the vast majority of Americans feel the same way
and we wish you the best and pray for your safe return,
God bless America and the greatest Military in the
world! Randy, Jeanne, Jamie and Charlie W.
Bradenton, FL

We are office tech students from Wallace
* College, Hanceville, AL who wish to send our

prayers and support to aur traops, God Bless
and come home safe.

1 am very grateful for the freedom you are
* fighting for. 1 have a husband and twe small

children. The freedoms that we enjoy are only
because of men and women like you who have earned
it and kept it. I am doing my part as I support each of
you and President Busch, through prayer and service.
America is my home!! DAD, David, Brett, Rob, Ben,
Darrell- God bless you and keep you safe. You are in
our prayers daily. lave, Kortney
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FORT GORDON

Fort Bragg & Pope AFB

(= " Fort Lewia Howth . the Us)
e = Or anywhere in the :
== B . B % Fortlewis WA E EXCLUSIVE www.fayettevilleopenhouse.com
- Buyers Agent! | 1000's of Homes for Sale
www.fortlewishousing.com Cannection "
Sss our website for hames, loan
Home Buyers Guide Homes for Sale VA Mortgages UNITS ik ol Voprtaianbe s 1000‘5 of HAGJI[IElS for Rent
Testimonials Fort Lewis Info Maps SCHOOL INFO T all: 8831531101 100’ of Pictorial Tours
e ? o t: tore. =T r .
o e cos oo | FRE R e Vo
FT. BRAGG FORT JACKSON, SC
7 Bolecaien SpochabatiorNeriom W, e POPE AFB Web Site: www fortjacksonrelo.com
z, Qu e by Live in the “Golf Capital” E-mail: duker@fortjacksonrelo.com

8 prids myself on belng a expet in Kother Vi n both o fsings and
home purchases, | am very knowledgeable with the local areas schools, commuting
and businesses.

Hamgrfnn of a military family 1 am extremely familiar with the issues that
! surround any relocation, whethr across the stréet or aeross the globe. 1t is my
commitment to help reduce the stress with such a move.

Mohike: $40-370-0357
E-Mail: tinazimmenman @rmris, com
Websile: www homesaleteam.com

Tina Zimmerman and Associates
Coldwell Ban) idential Brokerage
Toll Free: $00- 58
Local:

g

PCS-ing to WASHINGTON DC or Northern VIRGINIA?
\i Pentagon, Andrews, Ft. Belvoir, or Anywhere!
_ﬁ Call for a FREE, comprehensive
Home Buyer’s Relocation Package:
Maps, Loan Preapproval Information, School Profiles
Ask for Becky Berning: 703-913-7880
Call Toll Free:
Italy: | 678 78158 UK 0800 56 8801 Germany: 0800 181 6459
Netheriznds; 0800 229 143 Belgium: 0800 713 77 USA: 800 628 6781
www.MyMilitaryHomeFinder.com
il: BECKY@I! dfoster.com

Pinchurst, Southern Pines NC
30 min. or less commute!
Homes, Horse Farms, New construction.

Cail Bob Duker, USA, Ret
Write: Military Reiocation Teamn
7001 8. Andrews Rd PMB 102« Columbia, SC 20212

Check out www.moorenc.com Relocation Package
Jim Murray, jmurr@mindspring.com 40 Page Home Buyers Guids * VA Preapproval
800-528-5742 USA & Gormany TollFree Anytime 0

Moore Co. Real Estate Brokers (0800-225-5268) — BOD-447-3536 e

www.MoveAnywhereUSA.com

“We Serve Where You Serve”
Former Military — Professional Realtors

Personalized Relocation Package, School Information,
First Time Home Buyers, VA Loan Processing,
Mortgage Pre-approval, Maps of the area, Job Information.

‘We Serve Where You Serve!

Northern VA, Quantico, DC
Bob grahaw's Military Buyers Program

£2,000 CASH BACK

#1 Military Relocation Specialist
bobgnova@erols.com

www.bobgrahamvarelo.com
Free Relo Packet - Long and Foster

The Emet Group

“Truth in Financing and Home Ownershi

Your Relocation and
Mortgage Specialists to

Walter and Susan Lamertan

Realtor/ Asssant

B @
Florida. We canalso gy opaL Mortgage
%% place you with a Certified T
Residential Specialist
F.LGE % (CRS) anywhere in the
REALTCR ® USA.

First Community Mortgage
Tammy Thornhifl
Assistant Vice President
Tammy:.thomhill@1stnb.com
Tel. 254.542.5100
Toll Free. 01.308.18786

Sales and Rentals * FREE Relocation Packets

calLUS Mike or Denise Zehr

"Years of Texas Friendly Service™

Toll free: 0800-826-4620
506 Tk Shoy Center
1-254-547-2019 c‘um:ou;mw.m:;w?wzr

www.2ehrrealestateteam.com. zehrteam@earthiink.net & Coioual

NORTHERN VA, QUANTICO, FT. BELVOIR

25 years proven Real Estate Professional. Norther Virginia
native with extensive knowledge of the area. 1 pride myself on
hard work and honesty. Top Producer & Lifetime Member
Million Dellar Club. Call me if you are moving up or moving
to the area. I'm here 10 serve you!

703-335-3387
LET MY EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

NANCY BARG FARISCHON

Ft. Stewart & Hunte

SALES and RENTALS
Toll Free: 1-800-476-3680
www.fortstewart.com

<o Coldwell Banker Holtzman, Realtors
BAMNI

Voice Pager: 7033353367

Email: cbholtzman@clds.net
730 General Stewart Way = Hinesville, GA 31313
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With the Buyer's Resource Team Parker, Castle Rock, Monument, Larkspur Make Stripes
Steve Freeman Colorado PCS Realty Your Home Page.
& Mary Ellen Verl'lle FREE relocation kit, home sales & VA loan
. information. Check our web site for FREE, 2
temporary, furnished lodging available to 7WWW.$|TIP7&S.COI’H
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for more European Toll Free Numbers USA 1_00'74'0578 STARSMSTR'PES
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* New Homes

Ft Jackson * Shaw AFB % Charleston AFB » Bldar Homes
X * Free Relocation
Beaufort MCAS * Parris Island % Naval Hosp Contact Me Today!
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HOME BUYER REPRESENTATION SPECIALISTS BANKER O Debbie Gambill

Buyers: “We work to get you the best price & terms” Sales Associate
“One stop shopping™We handle it all Wayne Hall Real Estate brocsmom@yahoo.com

Loan Approval * Negotiations * Inspections * Insurance * Closing B-sTi-0R(T ok wili sl
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Home Buyer Representation Realty, Inc. NO FEES!
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~4VA LOAN.COM -

Changing the Way the Military Moves~
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For the Best professionzl Real Estate Services
in Northern Virginia call:
The Kitty Bernard Team
(703) 767-2084
‘www.KittyBernard.com

~Let s help you find a place 1o call Homki

MEMBER FDIC = COLORADO
Ft. Carson-NORAD-Air Force Academy-Peterson & Schriever AFB
* NEW BUILT or RESALE? * FIRST TIME HOME BUYER?
Washington, D. C. Area RELOCATION PACKAGE FOR HOME BUYERS

& Northern Virginia  CHECK OUT GUR BTG 355 SPECTALH™
Free 200 Page Book Egﬁ%ﬁfkﬁﬁﬂm ﬂ”: DWIGHT Hom
“How to Buy Your Home, e bich ol Your Stripes.
Without Getting Ripped Of G e e Setce - oscabs T TVl
Your Story.
\'r Y
‘\t GoinG Home? GeT A pes Loan!| IRESAIROME]
. ; for a fast .
Area Maps, Newspapers X oltck:horm H D;.Oaanas Y WWW-SfﬂPeS.C0m
Over 50,000 Homes forsale | |~ » n e
www.TerrySeaman.Com : TARSKSTRIPE
Terry Seamanlgalty 1-800-708-9969 Www'y esomn L com S Svs S
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Autograph of a hero

“Those are the heroes! I want their auto-
graphs!”

Her mom told me, “ You'd have
thought she just saw Elvis Presley!”

But her 1l-year-old star-struck eyes

weren’t staring at any Hollywood celebri-
ty; she was sitting in an Army hospital in
Landstuhl, Germany, watching dozens of
soldiers being triaged in the emergency
room.
This admiration comes from a girl who,
from the one-sided conversations I've
heard between her and her mother (who
works with me) doesn’t seem to be the
kind of kid you'd expect to recognize the
sacrifices — indeed, heroism — these peo-
ple are carrying out on a daily basis.

While the average person reads the occa-
sional somber listing of heroes, of the
American casualties in Iraq printed in vari-
ous newspapers, here’s this 11-year-old,
feisty little girl who argues and complains
at her mom a lot and who is watching the
wounded — soldiers with head injuries
and missing limbs; young American sol-
diers who will likely suffer in some way
for the rest of their lives yet their heroism
will go forever unknown — and she is in-
sisting that her mother take her closer to
them because “I wanna meet the heroes.”

She was in Landstuhl with her mom who
had gone there for some corrective eye sur-
gery. She saw a bus pull up and unload
wounded soldiers. She heard someone say
that they were soldiers from Iraq.

“Those are heroes,” she said,
their autographs!”

They approached a young man who was
seated near them. Though he was in a cam-
ouflage uniform, he didn’t appear to be in-
Jjured.

“You're a hero,” the little girl observed.

“I'm not a hero, those guys in there are
— in the emergency room; they’re the he-
roes,” the young soldier answered.

“No. You're a hero, too. You fought for
our country. Were you in any battles?”

“Yes, I was — there were mortars, like
missiles,” he explained, “coming into our
camp almost every day.

“Aren’t you over there fighting to de-
fend people’s freedom?”

Doonesbury

SEE THAT GUY

“I want

MVERAL PAESE SYNDIOATE 52300 6. e

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. We reserve the
right to edit letters for length, taste and clarity

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211
Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

“Yes.”
“Then you're a hero. Can I have your au-
tograph?”
She got the autograph, the autograph of
ahero.
Chief John Musser

Naples, Italy

No liberal bias in media

The writer of “Fox can be trusted”
(June 30) repeats a myth, that of the “liber-
al news media,” as part of his argument
that Fox News can be trusted.

There is no liberal bias in the U.S.
media, particularly the light news outlets
cited, CBS, PBS (not actually a news or
broadcastmg outlet; rather, it funds pro-
grams) and NBC.

Fox claims that there is a liberal bias,
but like so much else on Fox News, that is
not true. Fox is right wing, unapologetical-
ly so, to the extent that the talking Fox
heads just make “facts” up. The other

media, including those funded in small
part by the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting, are decidedly right-of-center on
political and economic issues. Only on so-
cial issues are the networks anywhere
close to center, sometimes straying into
blue territory.

r
TNe BEEN wroNG

And for the stories that Fox covers that
the other networks seem to miss, well, Fox
certainly does seem fascinated with 0.J.
Simpson (still), Michael Jackson (still)
and Los Angeles police car chases. Those
stories are not “news,” but are tabloid jour-
nalism, aka entertainment.

do, however, agree that Fox News can
be trusted. Trusted to misrepresent, dis-
tort and outright fabricate. The truth
about bias in U.S. news media is out there,
you just will not find it on Fox. Don't trust
me just because I write; do your own re-
search.

Capt. Charles Clark
Camp Arifian, Kuwait

Augmentee assignments

Tam an individual mobilization augmen-
tee reservist who has been involuntarily
mobilized since April.

I want to state up front that I am not
whining about being mobilized and am
honored to serve the Army and nation in
the global war on terrorism. However,
imagine my surprise when I read in Stars
and Stripes the explanation that “IMAs
are assigned to higher level headquarters
where they would serve if mobilized.”

It was almost as surprising as the set of
orders that arrived in mailbox in March
with no prior warning.

I was an IMA amg'ned to the Defense
Contracting Management Agency-East
headquarters in Boston, yet now that I am
mobilized, I'm assigned to HHC, III
Corps. And I am not the only one. There
were about 30, if not more, IMAs who pro-
cessed through the CONUS Replacement
Center at Fort Bliss, Texas, the same time
did who were all in the same situation.

IMAs from the Selective Service, U.S.
Military Academy instructors, and Train-
ing and Doctrine Command posts, to name
afew, were all mvoluntanly mobilized and
assigned to 11T Corps.

It would be nice if Stars and Stripes
could provide more accurate reporting,
but it would be even better if the Army
would be more candid with IMAs about
the range of assignments they might be
mobilized for.

Maj. Thomas F. Champion Jr.
dad

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

RELL, TLL BE ARNED

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Kansas crashes

PEABODY — A

six-vehicle crash in
a highway construction
zone left five people dead, a
day after two others died in
a collision at the same place,
authorities said.

In both crashes, a trac-
tor-trailer hit a passen-
ger vehicle that had
stopped or slowed down
near where the .-
two-lane US. 50
changes to one lane. Crews are
doing repairs along a 22-mile
stretch of the highway.

A nine-mile stretch of the high-
way was closed Wednesday follow-
ing Tuesday evening’s accident.

Last month, two people were
killed in the same construction
zone when their van was
rear-ended by a tractor-trailer.
The accidents occurred about 40
miles northeast of Wichita.

More street shootings

DETROIT — Gunfire erupt-
ed following a fight on the
city’s east side Tuesday night, leav-
ing three men dead and three
other people wounded, police said.
Deputy Chief Ronald Haddad
said the shootings happened after
two women were fighting outside a
home and one of them returned
with a man. Shots were then fired,

hitting six people, Haddad said.
e victims ranged in age from

17 and 45, police said.

Two victims were hospitalized
in critical condition, authorities
said. Haddad said the man, who
was shot in the chest, and a woman
shot in the knee appeared to be in-
nocent bystanders who were at or
near their homes.

Others wounded included a
17-year-old girl who went to a hos-
pital on her own with a bullet
Wound to a hand, police said. The

wasn’'t considered
llfe threatenmg

Police didn’t immediately re-
lease information about a suspect,
and said they didn’t know whether
all those killed were involved in
the fight.

Death row cleanup

JACKSON — A federal ap-
peals court ruled that con-
ditions on Mississippi’s death row

ROUNDUP

emergency room, where police

said he was found to be healthy.
Police said Heﬂ‘ner, of Birds-

boro, to rub-

shimmied down the
chimney at about
4:30 p.m. and got
stuck feet-first. His
friend was unable to
pull him free and called
Los Angeles County fire-
fighters.

They tried to get him out
from below and even
knocked a hole in the chim-
ney at a point where it nar-
rowed to about 8 inches but
that didn’t work, fire Inspec-
tor Mike McCormick said.

“My foot was stuck,” Hill said.

Finally, they were able to haul
up the sooty youngster with a rope.

%

Harley hearses
ALUM BANK — Har-
ley-Davidson fans can final-
ly take their final ride in style.

bing the medicine on the lip of the
baby’s bottle herself.

WEYMOUTH — Giving
birth is like clockwork for
Cheryl Stelljes.

The Cohasset woman gave birth
to a son, Adam, on Sunday at 10:12
p.m. That was four years to the
minute after the birth of her daugh-
ter, Lindsay, on June 27, 2000.

“None of it was planned. It was
all coincidence,” father Stephen
Stelljes said.

Both babies had a June 15 due
date and were nearly two weeks
late. But they were born at differ-
ent hospitals.

Lindsay weighed 7 pounds, 6

ounces, and Adam is 8 pounds, 8
ounces.
Cheryl Stelljes said she “really
didn’t want them to have the same
birthday,” but 4-year-old Lindsay
doesn’t seem to mind.

“I'm going to share,” she said.

Imitating St. Nick
LANCASTER —  An
11-year-old boy had to be

rescued by firefighters after he got

stuck in a chimney while trying to
get into his friend’s locked house.
“I wasn’t Santa Claus,” said

Rance Hill, who spent 1%z hours in

the chimney Tuesday.

The Antelope Valley boy said he
was trying to help a friend when he

are so bad it amounts to cruel and
unusual punishment, with inmates
stuck in filthy, hot cells and given
inadequate mental health care.

A three-judge panel of the Sth
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on
Monday ordered the state Depart-
‘ment of Corrections to make chang-
es including repairing toilets, add-
ing screen windows and fans and
improving mental health care.

The court also directed the state
to house inmates with severe men-
tal illnesses separately from oth-
ers.

Serious sibling rivalry
POTTSTOWN — A woman
who apparently believed

her sister was an unfit mother ac-

cused her of poisoning an infant in
an attempt to gain custody of the
child, police said Tuesday.

Kelly Heffner, 29, was baby-sit-
ting her 2-month-old nephew
Thursday when she told police that
one of the child’s bottles smelled
like toothache medicine in the
child’s diaper bag. She accused the
baby’s mother of drugging the ba-
by’s formula, according to police.

‘The child was taken to a hospital

Eye of the tiger

Scott Guttentag of Santa Barbara,
i ises his fists in the air as
s a scene from the film
“Rocky” at the top of the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art steps.

Hearse Co. two
years ago began  building
hand-crafted Old West-style cas-
ket carriers that are pulled by a
modified Harley-Davidson Road

King.

“We take a regular bike and turn
it into a motortrike with special
gears to pull a heavier load,” said
company co-founder Dave Foll-
mar. “We can accommodate most
caskets, including  oversized
units.”

Follmar, a retired cabinetmaker,
came up with the idea 12 years

'5
“

ago. With the help of
expert Jack Feather, Follmar has
now franchised the idea and has a
network of hearses in service
stretching from Texas to Michigan
and New Jersey.

Rowdy party meeting

AUSTIN — Tensions at a

Republican meeting boiled
over with assault charges against a
GOP member accused in an attack
on a fellow party member.

Law officers on Wednesday
charged Stephen Titus Runyan,
the sergeant at arms for Travis
County Republican Party Chair-
man Alan Sager, with assault with
injury after they said he “physical-
ly removed” Brian Russell from a
May 26 meeting at a Holiday Inn
in Northwest Austin.

Russell, who in May was a candi-
date for the state Republican exec-
utive committee for Senate Dis-
trict 14, had wanted to videotape
the county GOP executive commit-
tee meeting.

“It was just very uncivil,” Rus-
sell told the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman in Friday’s online
edition.

Don’t moon the judge

cT MILFORD — A man who

dropped his pants in court

and mooned a judge was jailed for
six months on a contempt charge.

Richard Brown, 38, shouted in-
sults and obscenities after Superi-
or Court Judge Patrick Carroll told
him to address the court as “sir.”
He dropped the pants of his
two-piece prison jumpsuit and
pointed his rear end at the judge.

Brown continued to shout taunts
and expletives Wednesday as he
was restrained by state marshals
and forcibly escorted through a
side door to a holding cell.

Brown’s outburst came during a
plea hearing. He was expected to
plead guilty to armed robbery and
conspiracy to commit robbery in
exchange for a maximum sentence
of 15 years in prison.

After the outburst, the prosecu-
tor withdrew the plea agreement.

Matthew Martinson soars over a ramp at a
skate park in Watertown, Wis., during a

High roller

visit to the area with friends.

. . A wagon train travels on an overpass
Time traveling ahove Interstate 25, east of Welling-
ton, Colo. The group is traveling from Wellington to Greeley, Colo
covered wagons, re-enacting the famous travels across the Cherokee
Wagon Train trail.

Juan McQueen, 10, plays on a giant or-
ange sprinkler at the East Bradenton
Aquatic Center as temperatures in the area are soaring into the 90s in
Bradenton, Fla.

Cooling off
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Row your boat
on the surface of the lake.

i VNSNS
Sneaking a peek

Lynette Thomas rows on Town Lake in Austin, Texas, during a |

fall. One of the large homes above the lake on the south shore is reflected

‘An endangered hooded crane chick
nestles under the protective wing of

its mother at SeaWorld San Diego, Calif. The chick, hatched on June 14,

becomes the 33rd hooded cran¢

the North American zoological popula-

tion. Hooded cranes typically nest in bogs in China and Siberia, and most
of the 9,500 hooded cranes in existence winter in Japan.

Daniel Frary, of Farmington, N.M.,
learns the proper way to salute
during Induction Day at the United
States Naval Academy in Annapo-
lis, Md. Just under 1,000 incoming
plebes registered at the Naval
Academy’s induction for new stu-
dents.

Waiting for the call

An Ester, Alaska, volunteer fire truck sits outside the Chatanika
Lodge, some 30 miles northeast of Fairbanks. Firefighters were
getting ready to protect the lodge from the 117,500-acre Boundary Fire, which was advancing.

Police officer fired

BIXBY — A police officer

who shot a family’s teth-

ered dog while investigating a bur-

glar alarm was fired Wednesday

for making an obscene gesture to

television news crews during a
class on assessing canine threats.

Officer Cory Forister denied

making the gesture intentionally

then  climbed  over  two
barbed-wilre-topped fences to
ditch the skivvies.

Remembering history

GREEN BROOK TOWN-
SHIP — A time capsule bur-
ied in the cornerstone of an elemen-
tary school 66 years ago has been
saved from oblivion — thanks to a

but was fired for conduct
ing an officer, police Chief Antho-
ny Stephens said.

Forister made the gesture Tues-
day during the Humane Society
class that Bixby officers were re-
quired to attend after he shot a
6-year-old golden retriever named
Fluppy on June 5. Fluppy had to be
euthanized.

Some slack for donors?

CLEVELAND — An edgy

new advertising campaign
to promote organ donation hints
that police officers should cut
speeders who are organ donors
some slack.

“Hey policeman,” a Cleveland
billboard calls out, an arrow point-
ing to a donor insignia on a young
man’s license, “give this guy a
break.”

The advertisements by Life-
Banc, the Cleveland-based organ
procurement agency for 20 coun-
ties in northeast Ohio, are meant to
attract attention, a spokeswoman
said.

“We wanted to get people think-
ing,” said the agency’s Monica
Heath, noting that 1,300 people in
northeast Ohio are waiting for or-
gans.

Texas deputies sue

HOUSTON — Seven black

deputies and a former depu-
ty claim in a federal lawsuit they
were wrongly forced to pose for a
lineup after a woman claimed she
was sexually assaulted by a black
man in a sheriff’s uniform.

The seven men said the incident
in June 1999 was meant to humili-
ate them in front of jail inmates
and other officers because they are
black. A letter with the lawsuit said
the U.S. Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission concluded in
2001 that the incident violated the
1964 Civil Rights Act.

No one was ever charged in the
attack, James Phillips Jr., presi-
dent of the Afro-American Sher-
iff's Deputy League, told the Hous-
ton Chronicle.

Dropping a bomb

ERIE — A man who soiled

his underwear and tried to
dispose of the evidence by tossing
it over the fence of the city’s larg-
est reservoir has been fined
8$5,000.

The city bomb squad and hazard-
ous materials crew responded
after an Erie Water Works employ-
ee spotted a black bag near the
33-million gallon Sigsbee Reser-
voir last month.

The reservoir was shut down for
several hours while the bomb
squad X-rayed the bag and hazard-
ous materials crews waited to test
it.

Police tracked down Troy Musil,
18, of Erie. He told police he’d
been ill and soiled his underwear.
He changed at a friend’s house,

man who
the ceremony.

Rens P. Eelman, 74, was age 8
when the small metal box was put
in the cornerstone of the Irene E.
Feldkirchner Elementary School
in 1938. When part of the building
was scheduled to be demolished
last week, Eelman accompanied
Committeewoman Melonie Mara-
no to look around the school for
any artifacts the township might
want to preserve.

It was during the tour that Eel-
man remembered the time cap-
sule. Workers found the capsule
where Eelman said it would be.

The capsule is on display at the
township municipal building, and
Marano said she will discuss what
to do with it with the Board of Edu-
cation.

$18,000 grill gone

KANSAS CITY — Barbe-

cue champ Paul Kirk is
flaming mad over the theft of his
custom-made $18,000 grill.

“It was a slap across the face of
mankind,” said David Klose, the
Houston man who built the giant
custom-made barbecue cooker.

“It’s like stealing a man’s Cor-
vette; it’s a cardinal sin.”

Kirk's 15-foot grill and the
$8,000 van that pulled it were sto-
len over the weekend, along with
food intended for a catering job —
at least 10 pounds of brisket, a few
chickens and a tall stack of ribs.

The cooker and the van were re-
covered Tuesday at an apartment
complex in Merriam, Kan. Roe-
land Park [Kan.] Police Chief Rex
Taylor said police had no suspects
and are investigating the crime as
an auto theft.

Old ether disposed of

FAIRFIELD — Members

of the Maine State Police
‘bomb squad detonated two contain-
ers of ether that were found in a
high school chemistry lab. The con-
tainers were exploded outside of
Lawrence High School after they
were found to have been there
since 1989. Waterville fire Capt.
David LaFountain said as ether
gets old, it becomes volatile and
powerful enough to “take the roof
right off the building.”

Tests lost in mail

FAIRFAX — More than 270

Edison High students
learned that a United Parcel Ser-
vice conveyor belt in Kentucky ate
their Standards of Learning
exams. Some students will have to
retake their tests over the summer
orin the fall. But what’s really pain-
ful for school administrators is the
fact that it’s the second time in two
years that tests from Edison have
been lost. Students have to pass the
high school reading and writing
tests, along with four other SOL
exams, before they can graduate.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press
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Adding in the middleman

Sellers hiring help to auction wares on eBay

BY HARRY R. WEBER
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Yes, people go to
eBay simply to buy and sell stuff to
each other. But as the Internet auc-
tion site becomes increasingly pop-
ular, it’s attracting a fast-growing
crowd of businesses who want to
be part of the process.

Global shipper UPS Inc’s re-
cent decision to link up with a com-
pany that helps auction goods on
eBay reflects how much money
businesses think can be made as
middlemen. They see people like
Lee Ann Fletcher as a promising
customer base.

Fletcher, 35, wanted to sell off a
piece of china, a vase and a few
other odds and ends around her
home. She just didn’t have time to
do the legwork after long hours
working for her family’s roofing
business.

So the Atlanta woman took her
wares to The UPS Store, which
shipped them to California-based
AuctionDrop, a company that post-
ed them on eBay and will send her
a cut when they sell.

“It’s worth somebody else mak-
ing a little bit more money just to
save the time,” she said.

Companies big and small are
now seeing even a small slice of
eBay’s action as worth the effort.
In its last quarterly report, eBay
Inc. said customers exchanged
more than $8 billion in merchan-
dise in just three months. It ex-
pects its sales to easily exceed $3

Someone else to sell your stuff online

The success of the online auction site eBay has spawned companies,
such as iSold it, that will handle the transaction for you.

How it works The item is
photographed and
R listed on eBay for seven

Drop off

the item
you want to sell;
a price is set and
you get a receipt.

Source: iSold It

billion this year. Based in San Jose,
Calif., eBay Inc. boasts 104.5 mil-
lion registered users.

“The historical notion of eBay
being strictly a consumer-to-con-
sumer platform is somewhat
anachronistic,” said Scott Kessler,
an equity analyst with Standard &
Poor’s in New York. “You have
hundreds of thousands of folks on
there now that make their living on
eBay.”

Mom-and-pop retailers seeking
to expand their markets long have
been part of the eBay landscape.
Now much bigger partnerships are
blossoming.

For instance, Hewlett Packard
Co. announced last month it would
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days; if it doesn't sell, an
e-mail will notify you to
ccome pick it up.

After the

item sells, it
is shipped to the
buyer and you're
sent a check.

AP

set up a “photography zone” on
eBay to help people photograph
their wares, a key part of the auc-
tion process. It's also a way for HP
to pitch its own products.

And eBay’s online payment unit,
PayPal Inc., recently announced
an agreement with consumer cred-
it provider GE Consumer Finance
to give qualifying customers virtu-
ally instant credit.

The majority of eBay’s regis-
tered users are buyers. So, the sev-
eral dozen companies out there act-
ing as middlemen figure there is a
windfall to be made by making it
easier to sell for people who are sit-
ting on the sidelines watching.

EBay’s happy to have them. “We

EXCHANGE RATE:

AP

Sonia Lopez, assistant manager of iSold It in San Antonio, holds items
received recently for auction. As eBay’s popularity grows, businesses
have sprung up to help people sell items on the Web auction site.

think the idea is great,” said eBay
spokesman Hani Durzy. “What it
promises to do is open up the eBay
marketplace to that segment of so-
ciety that are not listing items on
eBay for any number of reasons.”

The teaming-up of Atlan-

3 and San Carlos,
Calif-based AuctionDrop has got-
ten the most attention.

Customers can drop off items
worth at least $75 at any of the
3,400 UPS Stores in the United
States. UPS packs and ships the
items to AuctionDrop.

Employees here. photograph
the items, test their functionality
and post them on eBay.

If the item sells, AuctionDrop
sends the money to the customer,
minus a commission that ranges
from 20 percent to 38 percent de-
pending on the value of the item.
AuctionDrop pays UPS for the
shipping costs. The only other
charge o the customer are some
nominal fees eBay charges.

If an item doesn’t sell within
seven days, AuctionDrop returns it
to the owner at no chs

AuctionDrop chief _ executive
Randy Adams said his 5,000-cus-
tomer company has not yet turned
a profit since opening its first store
in Mdrch 2003, but he believes that
will ch thanks to new ven-

ture capital and the UPS deal.

Another eBay middleman with
national aspirations is Pasadena,
Calif -based iSold It. The firm has
two walk-in stores and plans to
open 50 more this year.

Unlike AuctionDrop, however,
iSold It is sticking with building
through franchising its own stores
rather than through the stores of
another company that does multi-
ple things, such as UPS.

“I feel strongly that consumers
are going to have more confidence
in a single-minded storefront focus
on eBay,” said iSold It President
Elise Wetzel, whose stores act sole-
ly as an eBay middleman. “To me,
it’s like when gas stations sold vid-
cotapes and then Blockbuster
came to town.”

Since starting in December, pri-
vately held iSold It has turned a
profit, Wetzel said, though she
would not release numbers.

Helen Sullivan, a 33-year-old
stay-at-home mom from North
Olmstead, Ohio, said she dropped
off a stereo receiver at The UPS
Store a few weeks ago and it was
later returned to her by Auction-
Drop because one of the speaker
outlets wasn’t working. Auction-
Drop absorbed the shipping costs.

She’s not deterred, and plans to
try to sell a laptop computer next.

t hasn’t cost me a dime,” she
saxd.

re;
Sw\tzcr\and (Franc) -
Thailand (3

Taaitary o
availabie o customers at milar
ing facilties in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
-

dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

30-year bond .2
Soorener Tha Associatad Bress, Bank of
America, Bloomberg.com

Money tip of the day

CQnts and Sensibility

The Associated Press

Couples planning weddings
may feel overwhelmed by how
expensive their big day can be-
come. On average, Americans
spend $22,000 to get hitched —
more than half our average an-
nual income, according to the
Census Bureau.

Yet there are some nontradi-
tional methods of trimming wed-
ding expenses, helping to avoid
piling large debt onto credit
cards, said Susan Hirshman, a fi-
nancial planning strategist with

Vow to cut wedding costs

JPMorgan Fleming Asset Man-
agement. Among them:

M Ask local business owners
to “sponsor” your wedding.
Offer to put the florist or band
name on a small card at each
table in exchange for a discount.

M Consider taking a family
Joan as opposed to a bank loan.

M Analyze trade-offs. If you
spend lavishly on the wedding,
will that delay the down pay-
ment on a future home, or crimp
some other major purchase?

M Don’t overestimate the size
of the cash and other gifts you
are likely to receive.
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rain-
showers and thunderstorms. Highs in
the mid-60s and lows in the mid-50s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers and thunderstorms.
Highs in the mid-60s to lower 70s
and lows in the lower to mid 50s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly to mostly
cloudy with morning thunderstorms.
Highs in the low 80s and lows in the
mid-50s to lower 60s.

France: Mostly cloudy with highs in
the 70s and lows in the mid-50s to
mid-60s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with rainshowers and thunderstorms.
Highs in the mid-60s to lower 70s.
Lows in the lower 50s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with rainshowers and thunderstorms.
Highs in the upper 60s to lower 70s,
and lows in the lower to mid-50s.

Hungary: Mostly cloudy with highs in
the mid-70s and lows in the mid-50s.

Northern Htaly: Partly cloudy with
highs in the upper 70s to lower 80s
and lows in the mid-60s.

Southern Italy: Sunny with highs in
the upper 80s to lower 90s and lows
in the Upper 60s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy with highs in
the lower 80s and lows in the upper
50s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers. Highs in the lower to mid-60s
and lows in the lower 50s.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny with highs in
the mid-80s to mid-90s. In southern
Spain highs will reach 104. Lows in
the lower 60s to lower 70s.

Turkey: Partly cloudy with highs in
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the lower 80s to lower 90s. Lows in
the 50 in central Turkey and 60s
elsewhere.

For current weather watches, warn-
ings, and 5-day forecasts go to the
USAFE Operational Weather
Squadron home page at
https://ows.sembach.at.mil
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Limp Bizkit off the hook

Limp Bizkit and lead singer Fred Durst aren’t liable
for the injuries a fan suffered at a 2000 concert, an ap-
peals court ruled.

The fan, a paramedic, was kicked
in the head after Durst invited con-
certgoers to come down to the main
floor, the Michigan Court of Appeals
said.

In a unanimous decision released
Wednesday, the appellate court said
Durst did not act irresponsibly by in-
viting concertgoers to come down to
the main floor during a performance
at The Palace of Auburn Hills.

An eyewitness said someone in the
crowd kicked the paramedic, Chris-
topher Dickinson, as if he were a soc-
cer ball.

“The thug who kicked [Dickinson] in the head violated
his duty to [Dickinson] and, if caught, should be held ac-
countable,” the appeals court said.

Durst

Judd campaigns for AIDS awareness

Ashley Judd will visit Cambodia next week to raise
AIDS awareness and to launch new health products and
services, a U.N. program said Thurs-

ay.

The star of “Double Jeopardy”
and “Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sis-
terhood” also will visit Thailand and
attend this month’s international
AIDS conference in Bangkok, ac-
cording to YouthAIDS, run by the
nonprofit Population Services Inter-
national.

Her visits will include trips to clin-
ics and schools to speak with chil-
dren about the threat of catching
HIV. She’ll tour the Cambodian capi-
tal of Phnom Penh and Siem Reap, home to the famed An-
gkor Wat temples, during her stay.

In Asia, 7 million people are HIV positive, with about 2
million of those ranging from 15-24 years old.

Judd

Ban on Marcos film appealed

A Manila, Philippines, film distributor Thursday ap-
pealed a local court’s temporary ban
on a documentary that Imelda Mar-
cos, widow of dictator Ferdinand
Marcos, has said portrays her in a
bad light.

Distributor Unitel Pictures Inc. is
appealing the ban in the Supreme
Court, saying it involves crucial dem-
ocratic issues.

“The abusive, inexcusable and
wrongful exercise of [the judge’s] re-
straining powers is an assault not
only on the liberty of the press but
on the very bedrock of democratic
government,” Unitel said.

=

Marcos

Bennett dinner a charity ripoff?

Gary Pusateri may ask to read the fine print next time
he bids on dinner with a celebrity.

Billed as “Dinner with Tony Bennett,” Pusateri paid
$15,000 — the highest bid — for what he thought was to
be an evening meal with the 77-year-old singer at a down-
town Italian restaurant in Baltimore last weekend.

Instead, Pusateri and more than 100 others got to shake
Bennett's hand. And when it came time to eat, the retired
computer analyst ate on the second
floor, while Bennett dined with his
guests on the first floor.

“It was a big disappointment,” Pu-
sateri said. “I really wanted to be
with him. That’s why I bid extra.”

Pusateri, 52, placed the bid at a
charity auction held moments be-
|| fore Bennett took the stage at a con-
cert to raise money for ALS (amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis, better
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease) re-
search at Johns Hopkins.

‘When Pusateri arrived at the res-
taurant, he and his guests were ushered to a table, com-
pletely out of sight of Bennett.

“I never actually saw him except when he left the
limo,” he said. “I got to shake his hand, but I expected to
walk in with him and sit down.”

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Bennett

Jessica Simpson

slyly slipped
into the spotlight?

BY JIM ABBOTT
The Orlando Sentinel

A blonde walks into the White House and meets Interior
Secretary Gale Norton: “I really like what you've done with
the place,” she says.

The punch line, reported in Teen People, comes from
Jessica Simpson, though it’s open to conjecture whether
the singer-tus ned-uber-p h
er s really a ditz or just plays one on TV.

Either way, the popularity of her MTV series “Newly-
weds: Nick and Jessica” has made the dazzling blonde
America’s most popular dim bulb since Suzanne Somers
played Chrissy on “Three’s Company.” The MTV show fol-
Jows Simpson’s married life with pop star Nick Lachey.

It’s hard to imagine “Newlyweds” would be such a cult
hit without its famous “Jessica Moments,” like when the re-
ality-challenged pop star attempts to go camping, pump
gas or discern the origin of Buffalo wings or Chicken of the
Sea.

Is it an act?

“People call me a dumb blonde and to me, that’s funny,”
Simpson says in a phone interview that she conducts while
getting her hair and nails done. “T am ditzy and I have been
since I was a young girl flirting with boys.

“Talways played into it because it’s fun. That’s me show-
ing my imperfections that people can relate to, so they
know I'm not perfect.”

Rather than ditzy or dumb, there’s another word Simp-
son uses to explain her appeal: Real.

“Whenever you have an image, it always hurts you,” she
says.

“Your image should be your heart and who you are. It
shouldn’t be your costumes and this dance move or that
dance move, or how you can shock somebody.”

Simpson is content to leave the shock tactics to Britney
Spears and Christina Aguilera, singers who once overshad-
owed her in the teen-pop arena. Like them, Simpson audi-
tioned for the 1990s version of “The thkey Mouse Club”
in Orlando, but she didn’t make the cut.

Instead, the Dallas native had her first career break as a
contemporary Christian act, touring with Kirk Franklin,
CeCe Winans and God’s Property. A preacher’s daughter,
Simpson maintained that moral perspective even when she
scored her first pop hit in 1999 with “I Wanna Love You
Forever.”

When Britney and Christina were shedding clothes,
piercing body parts and walking the aisle in Vegas, Simp-
son was keeping her virginity until her wedding night.

Now it seems like the approach might be paying off. Her
wholesome image has made her ubiquitous in commer-
cials for everything from pizza to breath mints. A new sea-
son of “Newlyweds” started Wednesday. She reportedly is

ways comparing myself to something else out there, so I
was always feeling like I was not good enough.

“Being myself, that’s the best kind of success to have.
There’s no bells and whistles. You don’t have to impress
anybody with anything. Now people don’t compare me to
anyone else.”

It doesn’t offend Simpson to suggest that her career
boom has less to do with her music or acting resume
(which includes a stint on “That '70s Show”) than a few
silly scenes in a reality show.

“It all works together,” she says. “Itonly works for me to
be positive because that’s how I am.”

Simpson’s latest album, “In This Skin,” was re-released
this year with bonus cover versions of Berlin’s “Take My
Breath Away” and Robbie Williams’ “Angels.” Another
song, “With You,” also was a chart-topping radio hit.

“She can really sing,” says Adam Cook, operations man-
ager at Orlando’s 106.7 FM (WXXL), which booked Simp-
son for its annual Red, Hot and Boom Independence Day
concert celebration last year. “She has a super-solid
voice.”

Fortunately, fans of Simpson’s show don’t worry too
much about the music. Amanda Barrett, 24, tuned into
“Newlyweds” on a whim after she heard friends talking
about it.

“I was never a big fan of her before,” says Barrett, an in-
surance-company claims adjuster in Orlando. “I'm not
even a fan of her music, but I think the show is so outra-
geous it just draws you in. You have to see what she'll do
next.”

That easygoing manner separates Simpson from other
stars who aim to be glamorous (Paris Hilton) or sexy (Brit-
ney), says one pop-culture observer.

“Jessica Simpson has really carved out an interesting
niche in what was already a crowded cultural environ-
ment,” says Robert Thompson, founder of the Center for
the Study of Popular Television at Syracuse University.

“‘Newlyweds’ kind of invented this other space for her,”
he says.

“She took a little bit from the book of Anna Nicole Smith
with the obliviousness and cluelessness, but she’s so much
more likable.

“With Jessica Simpson, you wanted to explain things to
her and have her over for some pot roast. She’s inserting
herself into the culture as almost this Gidget character
who’s wholesome in her attractiveness.”

Simpson keeps it real at her concerts by taking questions
from audience members and showing funny TV clips.

“It’s not about production,” she says. “It’s about me giv-
ing appreciation to the people who got me to the stage. I
want people to relate to me.”

She adds that anyone who expects her to dish out dopey
comments on demand when she’s out of the spotlight might

in line to play Daisy Duke in an ver-
sion of “The Dukes of Hazzard,” beating out Spears.

If that triumph is sweet, Simpson isn’t gloating.

“T used to compete with people, and that was why my
music was never successful,” says Simpson, 23. “I was al-

e
“They probably expect me to act that way, but five min-
utes into the conversation they’d probably say, ‘T'm pretty
shocked.””
But not in a Britney way.



Saturday, July 3, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

PAGE 21

Horoscope

This s the last day of Mercury's
stay in Cancer. Tomorrow, the
planet of communication transits into
bigger-than-life Leo, and the
conversational tone chang-

is really only one truth. You provide
the reality check that someone close
to you really needs.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You're in a sassy mood. Anyone
who wants you to conform will be
sadly disappointed! You'd rather

persist in questioning the

Enjoy the Joyce Jillson  conventional so-called

es
subleties of human expres-
sion while you stil can. If
someone is keeping your
secret, reinforce to this
person that you're counting
on him or her.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(July 3). You're a tower of
strength this year! Decisive
goal setting brings profes-
sional rewards in the next
seven weeks. Know your
worth, and don't settle for less than
your true value. The new peaple
Who enter your scene in August
enrich your life.

September is romantic — some of
you will marry. Good signs for new
relationships are Capricom or Libra.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
For the most part, relationships just
click, but there’s always the excep-
tion. If there’s one thing you can't
stand, its to feel like you're being
placated. Challenge the offending
party to talk frankly so you'll know
where you stand.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You're usually hard on yourself, but
maybe you shouldn't blame yourself
for recent atmospheric disturbances.
When no one is threatening to your
self-esteem, you're simply gracious.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You're very cool and popular — you
know what's “in,” and you wouldn’t
be caught dead out of style. It's easy
to get caught up in meeting the
needs of your friends and family,
especially because it's so rewarding
to be helpful

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You're into convenience. You may
be accused of being unromantic, but
your pragmatism will be appreciated
by the right people — people who
are busy just like you. Go after what
you want as if you know you're
going to get it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Itsa
head spinner of a day. Though there
are many interpretations and reac-
tions to the events that unfold , there

wisdom. Loved ones
want to laugh, play and
knock around ideas.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-0ct. 23). The impos-
sible challenge of main-
taining health, beauty and
utter perfection is your
focus. It's not easy to
relax when your stan-
dards are this high, but
then again, you'd never
get anywhere if you didn't shoot for
the stars.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Glitches in the schedule could actual-
ly be a benefit to all involved. Be
easygoing and unattached to the
outcome. This might seem like an
impossible order when things blow
up into a bigger deal than they
should be.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Your ideas about romance and
freedom may conflict. Keep working
through this in your mind, but don’t
bring it up to your partner, as much
as you'd like to, or you could do
some permanent damage to the
relationship.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You deserve to be free! Loved
ones won't completely understand
you. If you're going to fight, fight fair

Keep the objective problem in
focus, talk about one situation at a
time, and stick to the subject at
hand

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
The schedule doesn't go as
planned, but you'll tum it into some-
thing better. Anything outside the
normal routine is where you want to
be! You're craving variety, color,
culture and excitement. New people
help you grow in spirit

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your sense of humor carries you
through (but even an automaton
would have to laugh at the ridiculous
nature of today’s activities). Subtle
signals now seem overt. For those
who are ll, healing happens quickly.
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17 Whodunit pooch 9 Santa Maria, 43 Hagar the
19 Prized eg Horrible's
possession 10 Yam daughter
20 Actress Moore 11 Doorstop, 45 Toteboard tally
22 Existed perhaps 47 Accommodations
24 Ovine comment 12 Vietnam city 48 Beach Boys’
27 Streamlet 18 Less sensible “— Room”
29 0Id woman's 21 Blunder 49 Midafteroon
home? 23 Tray contents social
32 Intimates 24 On the other 51 Romanian
35 Row hand money
36 Magnitude 25 Singer 53 Japanese
37 Cribbage piece Difranco airline
38 Vamish
ngredient Answer to Previous Puzzle

40 Slippery ones

42 “Caught ya!”

44 New Year's
noisemaker

46 Work in
postproduction

50 Labored

52 Female urchin

54 Absolutely

55 Baffler
(anagram of
52-Across)

56 Rush hour woes

57 Impudent

Down
Arthur Miller's
“All My —"

7-3 CRYPTOQUIP

UzZuUZ VZQ z SGZDDC
XIPG TZL FT LGV FSDGZLQ
UZSKMGQ. X G SGLZHGE

XMHQGDT HZ7Z SKC PS7ZI1.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF SHEEP WERE TO
PERFORM SOME CHORAL MUSIC, T BET IT
‘WOULD END ON A BAA-ED NOTE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals P
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Surrogate mom faces dilemma

Dear Abby: 1am a
33-year-old single mother of two,
in the process of moving to a new
state to be near my family. My
older sister and her husband
have asked me to be the surro-
gate mother of a child for them.
They have been trying to con-
ceive a child for a long
time without success. I
agreed without reserva-
uun
lem is my
boyfnend “Pete ” He
doesn’t understand how I
can do it, and why 1
didn’t ask his permission
before deciding. We have
been together only since
September, and I didn’t
feel it was a decision that
1 needed to run past him.
Although I am excited
about being a surrogate
for my sister, Pete is making me
feel guilty about it. He insists he
is just worried about me. I love
Pete, but I don’t want to feel
guilty about the wonderful
choice I have made. What should
Ido?
— Surrogate Sister
Dear Sister: Arrange an

Dear Abby

evening with your sister, broth-
er-in-law and Pete. Perhaps if he
hears firsthand from them about
the pain of not being able to
conceive a child, he will better
understand what you have decid-
ed to do. However, if it fails to
give him the necessary insight,

ou may have to
choose between your
wish to be a surrogate
and your current boy-
friend.

Dear Abby: Two
years ago I got in-
volved with a man who
was going through a
divorce. I'll call him
Tom. Our relationship
was great. We got along
well and enjoyed each
other’s company.

Shortly after I
learned I was pregnant, he left
me to go back to his wife. It has
been a constant game of
back-and-forth ever since.

Our son arrived in June, but
‘Tom has made no effort to help
support me or the baby. Howev-
er, he has made an attempt to
see his son.

1 live with my parents, work
and go to college. They threaten
to kick me out because I talk to
Tom and want our baby to know
his father. I wonder if I should
let him see the baby, if I should
try to move out on my own, or if I
should stay here and continue to
live under my parents’ control.

Do you think it is fair for them
to give me an ultimatum? On the
one hand, I don’t think it’s right
to keep him from seeing the
baby; on the other, it's not right
that he doesn't help with support.

JUMUSLE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
10 form four ordinary words

ZOPAT

#2008 Tiune Wedia
Rights Reserved.

DOIMI

ervices, Inc

O

— in
Dear Depressed: Your parents
may be heavy-handed, but they
have your best interests at heart.
The best way to assure your
child’s future is to stay where you
are and finish your

GIXNIF

00

s jumble com

I agree that your ex-boyfriend
should contribute to his son’s
support. To ensure that he does,
talk to a lawyer about what his
legal responsibilities are. Visita-
tion can be arranged at that time.
Letters for this column — with your

ame and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

RULSAW

[ L[

L

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Thiz 8001900 rus. hane b DISCONTINUED,
Tl lower taxes
and raise incom:

THE YOUNG CANDI-
DATE WAS ELECTED
BECAUSE HE WAS——~

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as

‘
Answer:

Universal Press Syndicate

Etiquette of a memorial picnic

Dear Annie: vy
husband passed away a
few months ago, and per
his wishes, there was no
neral. However, now
his mother and I would
like to have a memorial
picnic and invite my
husband’s close friends,
family and coworkers to
spend a casual day re-
‘membering him.

Is there any particular
etiquette regarding this
type of memorial? We are think-
ing of serving barbecued chick-
en, hot dogs and salads, but it
would be difficult to know how
much food we need because we
don’t know how many people will
show up. Would it be appropriate
to make this a “potluck” memori-
al for anyone who cares to bring
a dish? How else can we make it
special?

— Texas
Dear Texas: The food selection
is unimportant, although we
aren’t crazy about the “potluck”
idea, mostly because it means
the duties of hosting then belong

Annie’s Mailbox

to all attendees. Since
this is your late hus-
band’s memorial, that
seems inappropriate.
When you call to
invite people, ask them
to bring along their
memories of your late
husband. Also ask if
they think they will be
able to attend, and
plan accordingly.

Dear Annie: 1read
the letter from “Sorry Daugh-
ter,” who discovered a poem
among her late mother’s posses-
sions that read, “If you ever
loved me, tell me now.” She said
it broke her heart to think her
mother felt unloved.

I grew up in a house where
love was not expressed verbally.
1, too, have had that poem in my
wallet for many years. Now I
think I will add a short explana-
tion to it, so my daughters won’t
misunderstand when they find it
later. I can count on one hand the
number of times I told my moth-
er that I loved her. It's been over

20 years since she died. If I were
granted a day to spend with any
person who ever lived, I would
pick my mother, just so I could
tell her that.

— Peace to You

Dear Peace: That letter
touched something in our read-
ers. Here’s one more:

From Out East: I am a very
shy person and would not think
of writing to you until I saw the
letter from “Sorry Daughter.” T
hope she will rethink why her
mother kept that poem. I have
had this same poem taped to my
bedroom mirror for years. I
cherish it and want my children
to see it after I die because it
shows them the happiness they
brought me, and how sad my life
would have been without their
love. I love my children and their
families beyond words and want
them to know.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbo; .net, or write to:
Anie’s Mailboe, ¢/0 Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

GRAFECTT

Dennis the Menace

MR, WKLSON CELEBRATES. HOL\VAVS THE SAME
WAY HE CELEBRATES EVERY DA

Yesterda |

Family Circus

©2004 Bi Keane. Inc
Dist by g Features Syno.
viwe ‘amilycircus.com

The Far Side

Feb. 22, 1952; Veterinarians altempt the first

skunk de-scentina operatior:,

Jumbles:
Answer:

AWOKE MONEY UNCURL
What the busy violinist was up to — HIS

by the above cartoon

{Answers Monday)
KOWTOW

NECK IN WORK

.

The NOST 24-FRRTISAN
ORGANIZATION iz He (UNTRY
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Bart Bryant

TANK MCNAMARA
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AN NFL SOURCE HAS 1DeNTIED | ] RE YOU MORE JUST A
NEW JERSEY BUSINESSMAN TONY
AS "PROBABLE BOYER” OF LEAGUE. 0 PUSH AROUND
THAN AN ACTOAL BUYER?
EA

SOPRANO
ANY TEAM MOVING 0 LOS ANGELES.

D-backs
manager

Brenly
fired

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Bob Brenly
was fired Friday as manager
of the Arizona Diamondbacks,
who are struggling with the
third-worst record in the Na-
tional League.

The move was anticipated
after weeks of poor play. The
Diamondbacks had lost 11 in a
row before winning their last
two games against San Diego.

“This is never an easy deci-
sion to make, particularly with
someone as well-liked and re-
spected as Bob,” said Jerry Co-
langelo, the team’s chairman
and chief executive.

The team said Brenly
wouldn’t be available for com-
ment.

Brenly, who led the Dia-
mondbacks to a World Series
championship in 2001 in his
first year as manager, went
303-262 in his 3%2 seasons with
the team.

Colangelo held meetings
this week with the franchise’s
ownership and front office per-
sonnel. Brenly’s status was
among the subjects discussed,
and Colangelo had said he ex-
pected to make a decision by
the end of the week.

The Diamondbacks are
2950, next-to-last in the NL
West.

Brenden Pappas 3932-71

363571
Jason Dufner 3734-71
Vaughn Taylor 3635-71
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Flying
finish
Jeter’s snazzy
catch gives hint

of why Yankees
dominate Sox

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Bloodied and
bruised, Derek Jeter showed just
why the New York Yankees al-
ways seem to come out ahead of
the Boston Red Sox.

The All-Star shortstop made
one of the greatest plays of his
championship career, hurtling
headfirst into the stands at full tilt
for a catch that ended the 12th in-
ning. While he was on his way to a
hospital, the Yankees rallied past
the Red Sox 5-4 in the 13th on
Thursday night for a stirring
sweep of a three-game series.

Manny Ramirez homered
twice, including a leadoff shot in
the top of the 13th. But with two
outs in the bottom of the inning,
Miguel Cairo hit a tying double
and scored on pinch-hitter John
Flaherty’s single.

“The stomach, the heart, there
was no quitting,” Yankees manag-
er Joe Torre said. “Jeter, of
course, scared the hell out of ev-
erybody. Hopefully, he'll be all
right.”

Jeter left the ballpark with the
face of beat-up boxer, a bloodied
chin and a red, swollen cheek. He
also had a bruised shoulder.

Jeter's catch on pinch-hitter
Trot Nixon’s popup with runners
on second and third stunned the
55,265 fans. They gasped when
the video board showed the re-
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New York shortstop Derek Jeter vaults into the box seats along the third base line after a running catch in the 12th inning Thursday night. Jeter
suffered facial cuts and was removed from the game for treatment. The Yankees beat Boston 5-4 in 13 innings for a three-game series sweep.

play of him flying over the photog-
raphers’ well and into the seats.
“When he went into the stands,
you knew he’s going to get hurt,”
Cairo said. “You just hope it’s not

Catcher Jorge Posada was
among several teammates who
walked off with Jeter.

“He says he’s playing tomor-
row. That's the way Derek is, he
has that intensity,” Posada said.

Boston’s Pedro Martinez got
the game off to a hot start, hitting
New York’s Gary Sheffield in the
back with a pitch in the opening
inning and riling up the sellout
crowd. Yankees rookie Brad Hal-
sey matched Martinez into the
middle innings, and then the real
drama began.

The Yankees extended their
AL East lead over Boston to 82
games going into their inter-
league matchup this weekend
against the New York Mets. The
Red Sox lost for the eighth time in
11 games.

“I'msure it’s already an instant
classic,” Red Sox outfielder
Johnny Damon said. “We still be-
lieve we're going to win the
World Series. It's never going to
be easy in Boston.”

It was a game that had a little
bit of everything — even Alex Ro-
driguez back at shortstop. In the
11th, he made a nifty stop at third
that, for a moment, had the Yan-
kees thinking they’d turned a
bases-loaded triple play.

Rodriguez moved over from
third after Jeter was injured. Shef-
field shifted from right field to
third base for the first time since
1993, and made a throwing error.
Jason Giambi came in as
pinch-hitter after missing five
games because of an intestinal
parasite.

The Red Sox employed a
five-man infield in the 12th. At
one point, a couple of Boston play-
ers switched gloves a couple of
times for the alignment.

Red Sox shortstop Nomar Gar-
ciaparra did not play, however.
He's still coming back from an in-
jured right Achilles’ heel and got
the day off to rest.

“It was just as exciting, if not
more exciting, than Game 7” of

&k When he went into the stands, you knew he’s going to get hurt.
You just hope it’s not bad.¥

Miguel Cairo
Yankees second baseman

last year’s AL championship se-
ries, Boston reliever Alan Em-
bree said.

“Somebody had to lose, and it
was us,” he said. “It was incredi-
ble the way those guys made
those plays.”

Both teams blew bases-loaded
chances in extra innings before
the Yankees wound up with their
fifth straight victory.

Tanyon Sturtze (3 0) wound up
with the victory, Curtis Leskanic
(0-4) the loss.

New York’s rally came after
Leskanic retired the first two bat-
ters in the 13th. Ruben Sierra sin-
gled, Cairo doubled and Flaherty
hit a drive over Ramirez’s head.

Ramirez took over the AL
home run lead with No. 22, a shot
off Sturtze.

Tony Clark and Posada hom-
ered off Martinez to give the Yan-
kees a 3-0 lead.

‘At 23 and looking a lot younger
than that, Halsey more than
matched the three-time Cy
Young winner into the sixth in-
ning.

White Sox storm past Twins into AL Central lead

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Jon Gar-
land hadn’t won in almost a
month. The Chicago White Sox
hadn’t swept the Twins in Minne-
sota in nine years.

Those streaks, like Minnesota’s
lead in the AL Central, are history.

Carlos Lee hit a two-run
homer, Garland pitched seven in-
nings and Chicago completed a
three-game sweep of the Twins
with a 2-1 victory on Thursday.

‘The White Sox, who moved two
games ahead of Minnesota in the
AL Central, have won six of seven
at the Metrodome this year. Chica-
go is nine games over .500, match-
ing its season high.

“We haven’t done that for a
long time,” White Sox manager
Ozzie Guillen said after Chicago’s
first sweep at the Metrodome
since June 1995. “To come in
here down by one and leave up by
two — you don’t expect that.”

Garland (6-5) scattered seven
hits while walking three and strik-

AL founiug

ing out two. Damaso Marte got
six outs for his fourth save, fan-
ning Joe Mauer with a runner on
second to end it.

“I hadn’t been throwing too
good in my last few starts,” Gar-
land said after winning for the
first time in five starts since June
4. “It was a good time for me, a
good time for the team, and a
great place to do it.”

The Twins wasted an outstand-
ing performance by Johan San-
tana (6-5), who struck out 12 in
eight innings. He gave up three
hits and walked two. Santana has
fanned 10 or more in four of his
last five starts and had won four
straight before Thursday.

“He was tremendous,” Guillen
said. “This kid is one of the best
pitchers in the American League
right now. We told our guys be-

fore the game that we needed to
pitch well to beat him, and that’s
what we did.”

Santana made his only mis-
takes in the first inning, but it was
enough to ruin his day. He issued
a two-out walk to Frank Thomas
on a full-count slider that just
missed and Lee hit the next pitch
two rows beyond the left-field
fence for his seventh homer.

In other AL games Thursday:

Indians 7, Tigers 6 (10): Jody
Gerut homered in the top of the
10th and Cleveland snapped the
Tigers’ six-game winning streak.

Dmitri Young hit a grand slam
for the Tigers and Bobby Higgin-
son tied it 6-6 with a homer off
David Riske in the ninth. Riske
(4-2) escaped a jam, however,
and Rick White earned his first
save.

Gerut connected off Ugueth Ur-
bina (3-3) to deny the Tigers their
first seven-game winning streak
since 1993.

Blue Jays 14, Devil Rays O:
Eric Hinske drove in three runs
and had three of visiting Toron-
t0’s season-high 20 hits.

Miguel Batista (7-5) has won
seven of nine decisions after
going winless in his first seven
starts. The Blue Jays have posted
shutouts in three of his last five
outings.

The Devil Rays lost for just the
fourth time in 21 games.

Athletics 7, Angels 3: Damian
Miller hit two of host Oakland’s
five home runs as the Athletics
completed a three-game sweep.

Kirk Saarloos (1-0) pitched
five-plus shutout innings in a spot
start. Saarloos hadn’t won a start
since Aug. 25, 2002.

Bobby Crosby, Jermaine Dye
and Bobby Kielty also connected
for Oakland.

Jarrod Washburn (8-4) failed to
win for the seventh time in eight
starts following a six-start win-
ning streak.

Mariners 8, Rangers 4: Austra-

lian left-hander Travis Blackley
won his major league debut and
Randy Winn drove in three runs
for the host Mariners.

Seattle had six doubles among
12 hits and split the four-game se-
ries with the AL West-leading

ers.

The 21-year-old Blackley (1-0)
allowed four runs and six hits in
5?/3 innings. John Wasdin (1-1) al-
lowed seven runs and eight hits in
2%/3 innings.

Orioles 3, Royals 2: Rafael
Palmeiro homered, the 539th of
his career, and David Newhan
drove in the go-ahead run in the
seventh, leading the Vlslllng Ori-
oles to their first series victory
since late May.

Rodrigo Lopez (6-4) survived a
rough first inning and retired his
last 15 batters. Jorge Julio earned
his 11th save in completing a
four-hitter. The Orioles retired
the last 24 Kansas City batters.

Zack Greinke (1-5) allowed
three runs and seven hits in 6'/3 in-
nings.
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Sosa waits on a fastball,
puts it in the grandstand

The Associated Press

CHICAGO - Sammy Sosa knew
exactly what was coming from
hard-throwing Brad Lidge in the
10th inning.

“This guy throws 98 mph, so I
just said to myself, ‘Let me go up
there and get ready,’ ” Sosa said.

One pitch later, Sosa gave the
Chicago Cubs a 5-4 victory over
the Houston Astros on Thursday
at Wrigley Field.

“It was right

down the mid-

NL dle and he
crushed  it”

said Lidge

Roundup [ ie

tros’ closer. “In
that kind of a situation, you can’t
make a mistake, and unfortunate-
ly I did and he got it.”

Sosa’s long homer to left was
his 13th of the season and the
552nd of his career. It was his
third home run since coming off
the disabled list 13 games ago fol-
lowing a back injury brought on
by a hard sneeze.

“I never doubted I was going to
come back and help the team the
way they want me to help,” said
Sosa, 1-for-12 in the series before
hitting the winning homer. “Hous-
ton pltched me great and they
didn’t make that many mistakes.”

Carlos Beltran certainly capital-
ized on a few Chicago mistakes,
homering from both sides of the
plate to help the Astros rally from
a4-0 deficit.

“He’s good. We don’t know a
whole lot about him,” Cubs start-
er Mark Prior said. “The guy can
hit. After we see him more in the
National League, we'll get a bet-
ter idea where — if there are any
— weak spots.”

Beltran had four homers in the
three-game series and extended
his hitting streak to a career-best
15 games.

“He’s awesome, a good player,”
Sosa said. “Every chance he had
to come through in the clutch, he

did it. He has a good future there
in Houston.”

Jon Leicester (2-0) worked a
hitless 10th for Chicago, retiring
Beltran on a flyball with a runner
on first.

Prior pitched 7'/s innings in his
longest outing of the season, leav-
ing with two on in the eighth and
a4-1lead.

Kent Mercker came in to face
Beltran, who sent the left-hand-
er’s first pitch over the fence in
left to tie it 4-4 and deny Prior a
victory.

In other NL games Thursday:

Dodgers 5, Giants 4: Shawn
Green homered and doubled m
the go-ahead run in the eig]
and the host Dodgers rallled to
beat the Giants.

Felix Rodriguez (2-4) relieved
Jason Schmidt to start the eighth
and gave up a one-out walk to Mil-
ton Bradley.

Green then drove a 2-1 pitch
into the left-center alley to give
the Dodgers their first lead.

Barry Bonds homers against Los
Angeles on Thursday night. It was
the 679th home run of his career.

Eric Gagne struck out the side in
the ninth for his 20th save, and
major league-record 83rd in a row.

Barry Bonds hit his 21st homer,
the 679th of his career.

Schmidt gave up four runs on
six hits in seven innings, and also
hit his fourth career homer.

Diamondbacks 7, Padres 5:
Roberto  Alomar hlt his  first
grand slam in four years and the
Diamondbacks hung on to beat
the visiting Padres.

Alomar’s first home run of the
season came off Ismael Valdez
(6-5) and erased San Diego’s 3-2
lead in the fourth.

The Diamondbacks, who
snapped a club-record 11-game
losing streak Wednesday night,
split the four-game series.

Braves 9, Marlins 1: Andruw
Jones hit a three-run double and
Eli Marrero followed with a
homer during a six-run first in-
ning for the host Braves.

Marrero added a run-scoring
single in the seventh and Russ
Ortiz (8-6) pitched into the eighth
to help the Braves take three of
four from the Marlins.

Mets 7, Reds 6: Al Leiter
pitched seven shutout innings,
Shane Spencer hit a three-run
homer and New York held off a
late rally by the host Reds.

Leiter (4-2) gave up only two
hits against a lineup missing Ken
Griffey Jr. and Sean Casey. The
bullpen let most of a 6-0 lead slip
away in the eighth, but Braden
Looper got four outs for his 15th
save in 17 chances.

Phillies 10, Expos 5: Mike Lie-
berthal hit a three-run homer and
drove in four runs and Pat Bur-
rell had three hits and three RBIs
for the host Phillies.

Brewers 10, Rockies 9: Lyle
Overbay hit a two-run double, Vic-
tor Santos (7-3) earned his fifth
victory in six starts and Milwau-
kee held off Colorado for its fifth
straight victory.
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Arizona Diamondbacks left fielder Luis Gonzalez leaps in a vain attempt
to catch a home run off the bat of San Diego’s Phil Nevin in the second
inning of Thursday’s game in Phoenix. Arizona beat the Padres 7-5.

Doctors find Yanks’

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Kevin Brown
was diagnosed with intestinal par-
asites, joining Jason Giambi as
the second member of the New
York Yankees to test positive for
the ailment this week.

Brown has been out with a bad
back since leaving a start June 9,
but he said he’s also been ailing
“about 3> weeks or so since we
got back from Japan,” losing 15
pounds and struggling even to get
out of bed each day.

“I'd work out and feel weaker
the next day, pushing myself
down a hole — that’s what it felt
like,” Brown said.

Brown had numerous tests that
offered no explanations for what
was sapping his strength. Then
Brown learned Giambi had para-
sites.

“At least I understand why I
struggled so bad,” Brown said.

Manager Joe Torre was re-
lieved to learn that the doctors fi-
nally figured out what was caus-
ing Brown to lose weight and be
fatigued.

“By relief I mean knowing that
it can be taken care of,” he said.

Yankees team doctor Stuart
Hershon said that the only way to
contract the disease is through
the consumption of food or water.

Struggling Nomo on DL

LOS ANGELES — Hideo
Nomo, winless in his last nine de-
cisions, went on the 15-day dis-
abled list Thursday with inflam-
mation in his right rotator cuff.

Los Angeles General Manager
Paul DePodesta said it's likely
Nomo would be sidelined longer
than that.

Brown also victim of parasites

“It's pretty clear he’s not
right,” DePodesta said.

Nomo was scheduled for an
MRI on Friday.

“It’s not like excruciating pain,
it's more like an inflammation,”
Nomo said through a translator.
“I can’t get strength behind my
pitches. T want to have a fresh
start and give my shoulder some
rest.”

After being one of the Dodgers’
top pitchers the previous two sea-
sons, Nomo (3-10) has given up 16
homers this season, the most on
the staff. He gave up three, includ-
ing a three-run shot by Barry
Bonds, in a 7-1 loss to the San
Francisco Giants on Wednesday
night. He has an 8.80 ERA in his
last 10 starts.

Boss faces tampering probe

NEW YORK — George Stein-
brenner’s interest in dy
Johnson could end up costing

him. The commissioner’s office
said Thursday it was reviewing re-
marks the New York Yankees
owner made about the Arizona
ace this week to determine wheth-
er there was any tampering that
could result in a fine.

“Itinvolves talking about some-
one under contract to another
team,” spokesman Matt Gould
said.

With the July 31 trade deadline
approaching and the Yankees pos-
snbly looking to add another start-
ing pitcher, Steinbrenner reiterat-
ed Wednesday his respect for
Johnson.

“God, who wouldn’t love to
have Randy Johnson?” Steinbren-
ner told Sporting News Radio.
“He's a dominator and we’d love
to have him. Anybody would love
to have him, but I also know that
(Diamondbacks owner) Jerry Col-
angelo is not going to give him
away.”

Drews reunited in Atlanta

ATLANTA — The Atlanta
Braves brought up right-hander
Tim Drew on Thursday, making
him and older brother J.D. the
12th pair of siblings to play togeth-
er with the team.

Atlanta purchased Tim Drew’s
contract from Triple-A Rich-
mond, where he was 4-5 with one
save and a 3.24 ERA in 18 games.

Olivo has kidney stones

SEATTLE — The Seattle Mari-
ners put catcher Miguel Olivo on
the 15-day disabled list Thursday,
one day after doctors fitted
with a stent to remove kidney
stones. The move is retroactive to
Wednesday.

Acquired Sunday in a trade
with the Chicago White Sox, Olivo
made his Seattle debut in Tues-
day’s 4-3 win over Texas. He prob-
ably won’t rejoin the team until at
least next Wednesday in Toronto.
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Duke: Lakers

Blue Devils coach in
serious discussions
for coaching vacancy

BY AARON BEARD
The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — Mike Krzyzewski has
spent 24 years turning Duke into a basket-
ball powerhouse and building a legacy as
one of college basketball’s greatest coach-
es. Now he’s considering whether it’s time
for a change.

Krzyzewski met with Los Angeles Lak-
ers General Manager Mitch Kupchak on
Thursday to discuss the NBA team’s coach-
ing vacancy.

“Coach K has informed us that the Los
Angeles Lakers have contacted him and en-
tered into serious discussions,” Duke ath-
letic director Joe Alleva said.

“Obviously when you have the best
coach in the country, it's not unusual for
one of the best franchises in the country to
come after him.”

Lakers spokesman John Black said
Kupchak talked with Krzyzewski, but said

talk to

the team is still consid-
ering several other can-
didates to replace Phil
Jackson.

The Los Angeles
Times and ESPN report-
ed that Krzyzewski was
offered the job. Asked
earlier by The Associat-
ed Press if that was so,
Black said he had no
comment.

An attempt to reach
Krzyzewski by phone was unsuccessful.

The 57-year-old Hall of Famer has led
the Blue Devils to three national ch

Krzyzewski
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NCAA championships in 1991, 1992 and
2001. Under Krzyzewski, the Blue Devils
have 10 Final Four appearances, eight At-
lantic Coast Conference tournament cham-
pionships and 10 conference regular-sea-
son titles.

His Duke teams have been ranked No. 1
in 12 seasons, including each of the last
seven.

Duke president Richard Brodhead told
the AP he and Alleva had dinner with
Krzyzewski on Tuesday, after Brodhead be-
came aware that the coach had talked to
the Lakers.

“If he decides that he’s had a great ride
at Duke, but else calls out to

ships. His influence is felt throughout the
school, which gave him a lifetime contract
three years ago.

The Cameron Indoor Stadium hardwood
is named “Coach K Court.”

Outside the arena, a sign designates the
grassy plot where students camp out to at-
tend games as “Krzyzewskiville,” where
the coach has been known to occasionally
buy pizzas for waiting fans.

By Thursday night, about 100 students
and fans had gathered there with signs and
flags urging the coach to stay.

Krzyzewski has a 621-179 record in 24
seasons at Duke, leading the Blue Devils to

him now, we'd have to understand that,”
said Brodhead, who officially took office as
Duke’s president Thursday, succeeding
Nan Keohane. “In the meantime, you can
be sure we’ll do all we can to persuade him
that Duke and the college game are the
right place for him.”

The mother of incoming freshman David
McClure, said her son was first informed
of the news in a call from assistant coach
Steve Wojciechowski on Thursday.

Betty McClure said she spoke with
Krzyzewski over the weekend when the
family brought the 6-foot-7 swingman to
Durham for summer classes, and the

Krzyzewski about job

coach gave no indication of leaving.

“They said that every year he gets ap-
proached by some team or another,” she
said from her home in Ridgefield, Conn.
“And so, how can you really expend a lot of
energy being angry or anything until you
know what he’s going to do?”

David McClure, reached Thursday
night, said he had been told by the coach-
ing staff not to comment.

The Lakers announced June 18 — three
days after losing to the Detroit Pistons in the
NBA Finals — that Jackson wouldn’t return.

Jackson, who signed a five-year, $30 mil-
lion contract with the Lakers in June 1999,
guided them to championships in his first
three seasons.

Former Rockets coach Rudy Tomjanov-
ich has been considered the front-runner
to succeed Jackson. He met with team
owner Jerry Buss and Kupchak last week.

Former Lakers coach Pat Riley, an exec-
utive with the Miami Heat, also met with
Buss and Kupchak, but issued a statement
saying he wasn’t a candidate.

Among others mentioned have been
Kurt Rambis and Jim Cleamons, members
of Jackson’s staff. Kupchak said he
planned to interview more than one person
and less than 10 for the job and hoped to
have a coach in place as soon as possible.

NHL free agents

Rain suspends men’s semis at Wimbledon

make few deals
on opening day

The Associated Press

The most unsettled free-agency
period in NHL history began
Thursday with some signing activ-
ity and more big names joining
the list of available players.

John Madden and Jay Pandolfo
each signed long-term deals to
stay with the New Jersey Devils,
Kris Draper re-upped with the
Detroit Red Wings, and Glen Wes-
ley signed a new contract to stay
in Carolina.

But the day started with St.
Louis forward Pavol Demitra and
Carolina goalie Kevin Weekes
being added to the group of 158
players not given qualifying of-
fers by their teams, making them
unrestricted free agents.

Defenseman Jaroslav Modry
was the only free agent to switch
teams on Day 1, leaving the Los
Angeles Kings for a three-year
deal worth $7 million with Atlanta.

Madden signed a five-year,
$20-million deal with the Devils,
Draper got a four-year contract
worth $11.2 million from Detroit,
and Wesley came to terms on a
one-year contract with Carolina.

The pursestrings are expected
to be tight with the NHL's finan-
cial landscape in flux. The collec-
tive bargaining agreement be-
tween the league and the players
association expires on Sept. 15.

NHL Commissioner Gary Bett-
‘man is seeking “cost certainty” in
the new agreement, believed by
the union to mean a salary cap
that it won't accept. With the
sides not close to middle ground,
a prolonged lockout that threat-
ens next season is feared.

The Blues decided not to make
a $6.5 million qualifying offer to
Demitra, fifth on the team’s ca-
reer points and assists lists.

BY STEPHEN WILSON
The Associated Press

WIMBLEDON, England — De-
fending champion Roger Federer
and Andy Roddick were leading
their semifinal matches Friday
when play was suspended for the
day because of rain.

Federer was up 6-2, 6-3, 4-3
against Sebastien Grosjean on
Centre Court, while Roddick led
Mario Ancic 6-4, 4-3, 30-40.

The matches were stopped by
showers at about 7:15 p.m. EDT,
and play was officially called off
45 minutes later.

The matches are scheduled to
resume Saturday, the same day
as the women’s final between Ser-
ena Williams and Maria Sharapo-
va.

Federer and Grosjean played
for 23 minutes when the match
was interrupted with Federer up
a break at 3-2, 40-30. Twice, they
came back on court and warmed
up for a few minutes, only for the
drizzle to return.

Organizers had moved the Rod-

Andy Roddick's match against
Mario Ancic was suspened be-
cause of rain with Roddick leading
6-4.4-3, 30-40 on Friday.

dick-Ancic match from Centre
Court to Court 1 rather than wait
for the completion of the first
semifinal.

Play was washed out complete-
ly on two days last week, forcing
officials to stage matches on the
middle Sunday for only the third
time.

Williams, trying to become the
third woman in 35 years to win
three consecutive titles, beat
Amelie Mauresmo 6-7 (4), 7-5,
6-4 to advance to the final against
the 17-year-old Russian playing
in her first Grand Slam final.

“It doesn’t matter who I play,”
Sharapova said. “I've just been
going out and just believing in
myself that I can do it, and I've
just been winning.”

Sharapova, who surprised Lind-
say Davenport 2-6, 7-6 (4), 6-1 in
the semifinals, is the youngest
Wimbledon finalist since Marti-
na Hingis won 1997 title at 16.
Only one other women’s finalist
was younger: Lottie Dod, the
champion at 15 in 1887.

“I knew that I could achieve
many things if I worked hard and
if I believed in myself,” Sharapo-
va said. “But I never expected to
do so well at such an early age.

To get to the final of Wimbledon,
my favunte tournament, is just
amazing.”

It’s the first trip back to a
Grand Slam final for Williams
since she beat sister Venus for
last year’s Wimbledon title. Sere-
na underwent surgery on her left
knee in August and was sidelined
for eight months.

“It hasn’t been an easy road
back,” she said. “I really was
struggling a lot.”

Williams knows all about teen-
age upstarts. She won the first of
her six major titles at 17 by beat-
ing Hingis at the 1999 U.S. Open.

“When you're younger, you
have nothing to lose,” said Will-
iams, now 22. “It’s like you can
just go for broke.”

Williams and Sharapova have
met once before, with the Ameri-
can winning 6-4, 6-3 in March in
Key Biscayne, Fla. Williams fig-
ures the teenager will be the
crowd favorite Saturday.

“The crowds always root for
the underdog, at least when I'm
playing,” she said. “I'm always
not the underdog. I'm used to it.”

Nash reaches 5-year, $65 million deal with Suns

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Point guard Steve Nash
agreed to a five-year, $65 million deal with the
Phoenix Suns on Thursday, leaving the Dallas
Mavericks to return to the team that drafted
him eight years ago.

The deal includes a “partial guarantee” for
a sixth year, Nash’s agent Bill Duffy said.

Nash shook hands on the deal with new
owner Robert Sarver and Suns chairman Jerry
Colangelo at a meeting in Dallas, Duffy said.

NBA rules prohibit Nash from signing the
contract until July 14. Teams were allowed to
begin talks with free agents late Wednesday.

Nash averaged 14.5 points, 8.8 assists and
three rebounds per game last season, when he

also recorded his first career triple-double.

Dallas officials said repeatedly since the
season ended that they expected no problem
keeping Nash, the spark plug behind their rise
from one of the league’s worst teams to one of
the best. Along the way, the energetic, floppy
haired guard became an All-Star and a fan fa-
vorite.

“I think it was his intention to stay with the
Mavericks,” Duffy said of the 30-year-old
Nash. “Everything just turned around so
quickly.”

“I never dreamed we’d lose Nash, or any
other player of his magnitude,” Mavericks
coach Don Nelson said Thursday night in Fort
Worth.

“It’s not like a trade where you get some-

thing back. There is no adjustment here. We
lost a big part of our team and we don’t have
anything to fill it. It's a setback.”

Donnie Nelson, president of the basketball
operations for the Mavericks, wouldn’t dis-
cuss what Dallas offered, but he said the
team’s counter to Nash wasn’t good enough.

“He was either going to retire a Maverick
or get a heck of an opportunity to move on and
the latter happened, he was never a (trade)
chip.”

Nash was drafted by Phoenix in 1996 and
spent two seasons backing up Kevin Johnson
and Jason Kidd. He was traded to Dallas on
draft day in 1998, the same night the Mavs ac-
quired Dirk Nowitzki.
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Teen Lincicome
takes Open lead

Amateur matches tournament low

BY DONNA TOMMELLEO
The Associated Press

SOUTH HADLEY, Mass. —
Ready or not, the kids are com-
ing.

A record 16 teenagers are in
the U.S. Women'’s Open field this
week and one of them topped the
leader board during the rain-de-
layed first round that finally
‘wrapped up Friday morning.

It was not Michelle Wie.

Brittany Lincicome shot a
S-under 66 — matching the low-
est round by an amateur in tour-
nament _history —
one-stroke lead at the Orchards
Golf Club over Patricia Meuni-
er-LeBouc.

“There’s a lot of juniors that
are coming up. They're going to
be amazing players, whether they
20 to college or decide to turn
pro,” the 18-year-old Lincicome
said. “The LPGA players better
look out, because we’re coming.”

Meunier-LeBouc  the 2003
Kraft Nabisco champion, birdied
the final four holes for a 67, twice
holing 25-foot putts.

Beth Daniel is three strokes off
the pace. She completed her first
round of 69 Friday morning along
with 74 other golfers after play
was suspended because of dark-
ness on Thursday.

Who can

You an b 1l an i 1> exceptionalchal

Annika Sorenstam and Wie are
among 14 players at even par.

Sorenstam started the day 2
under through 15 holes, but
opened with a double-bogey after
pushing her drive wide into the
right rough on No. 16.

Lincicome matched the lowest
score by an amateur (Carol Sem-
ple Thompson in 1994 at Indian-
wood), and tied the back-nine
record of 30.

Lincicome eagled the par-4

15th, holing a 7-iron shot from the
rough. It brought the teen to
tears.
“Ilooked at my dad and started
bawling,” the 6-foot Lincicome
said. “I could not stop. I walked
all the way to the green, my mom
started crying, and then I started
crying even more. Don't look at
your mom when you're crying.”

Alot of the fans missed most of
Lincicome’s sterling back nine.

They were all following Wie,
who recovered from a dou-
ble-bogey on the par-3 fifth by hit-
ting a 5-wood from 220 yards to 9
feet for an eagle on her final hole
fora71.

“It could have been a lot worse
today, and that eagle really got
me on the right foot for tomor-
row,” she said.

Another top teen, 17-year-old
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Amateur Brittany Lincicome shot a 5-under 66, matching the lowest

amateur score in

ke lead in the

history, to take a one-sts

U.S. Women's Open at The Orchards in South Hadley, Mass.

Paula Creamer, coming off sec-
ond- and 12th-place finishes the
last two weeks on the LPGA Tour,
was 3 over through 10 holes, but
recovered for a 72.

Grace Park, who has finished
first and third in the first two ma-
jors this year, and two-time Wom-
en’s Open champion Juli Inkster
opened with 71s.

Defending champion _Hilary
Lunke showed plenty of heart.
She was 4 over after four holes,
about what everyone imagined
from a short hitter on a course
playing_every bit of its 6473
yards. But Lunke buckled down
with birdies, and a bogey on the
18th hole left her with a respect-
able 72.

respect,

Still, the opening round be-
longed to Lincicome.

“I figured that one of these
days, if I proved myself, then peo-
ple would notice who I was,” she

said. “I wasn’t really worried.

Michelle Wie and everyone gets
way more press. But I figured if
you play good here, then it will
come to me.”

In today’s climate of kids tak-
ing on adults, Lincicome was pa-
tient. This was the first year she
even tried to qualify for the Wom-
en’s Open, and she was the
co-medalist in Heathrow, Fla.

“I wanted to wait and make
sure T was ready,” she said. “I
didn’t want to come in and not be
at the top of my game. And I
would say I'm ready.”

Woods’ caddie
defends tactics
with cameras

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

The caddie for Tiger Woods
said he was wrong to kick over a
news photographer’s camera dur-
ing the U.S. Open, blaming his
snap decision on hearing too
many clicks from too many cam-
eras at the wrong t time.

“Ilost my cool,” Steve Williams
said Thursday in a telephone inter-
view from the Western Open,
where Woods is playing this week.
“I shouldn’t have done that.”

But he offered no apologies for
taking a camera away from a fan at
Shinnecock Hills, and no guaran-
tee that he wouldn’t do that again.

‘Woods has come under intense
scrutiny over the last four
months, especially when he failed
to contend in the Masters and
U.S. Open to extend his streak to
eight majors without winning.

It all boiled over in the second
round of the U.S. Open, when Will-
iams walked across the 10th tee
and kicked the lens of photogra-
pher John Roca from the New
York Daily News.

In the final round, Williams
spotted a man taking pictures be-
hind the second tee. He walked
into the crowd and took the cam-

era, which belonged to an
off-duty police officer.
“I don’t regret taking the cam-

era off the guy,” Williams said.

“I don’t know how he got it on
the grounds. If all the security
and marshals were doing their
job, it wouldn’t happen. I'm not
sorry about that.”

Roberts holds edge
in Western Open

The Associated Press

LEMONT, Ill. — Loren Roberts
can still show the youngsters a
thing or two.

The 49-year-old shot a
bogey-free 7-under 64 Thursday,
matching his best round of the
year, and held on for the
first-round lead at the Western
Open. Former champion Robert
Allenby, the only player to make
a charge in the afternoon, is one
stroke back after birdies on his
last three holes.

“I played real solid, tee to
green,” Roberts said. “T hit the
ball extremely well as far as put-
ting it where I wanted it and hit a
lot of greens. I drove the ball in
the falrway just about every hole.
If youe going to make some
putts, it equates to a low score.”

Reigning British Open champi-
on Ben Curtis leads a group three
strokes back at 4-under 67. De-
fending champion Tiger Woods
broke out a new, graphite driver
with a larger club head, but it
wasn't the answer for his sluggish
game. He closed out a lackluster
round with a bogey on the final
hole, finishing at 1-under 70.

“I'didn’t play very well today,”
Woods said. “It’s kind of how it’s
been. I get off to a great start,
kind of lose it in the middle, then
get it back. I just can’t put it all to-
gether.”

Roberts, on the other hand, had
his whole game clicking.

Roberts was in contention for
his first win in two years three
weeks ago at the Buick Classic,
leading after 54 holes. But the
‘man called the “Boss of the Moss”
for his brilliant putting touch had
some rare struggles on the greens
the final day, leading to a 78 that
dropped him into a tie for 16th.
Tired Goosen leads in Ireland

STRAFFAN, Ireland — Retief
Goosen, fighting fatigue after his
win at the U.S. Open, shot a
6-under 66 on Friday to take a
two-stroke lead in the second
round of the European Open.

Dealing with a heavy down-
pour late in his round and blus-
tery winds, the South African had
six bll‘dleS and no bogeys. He
leads Dutchman Maarten Lafe-
ber, and Lee Westwood is three
strokes back.

Lafeber shot 70, and Westwood
had his second straight 69.

Seven-time Order of Merit win-
ner Colin Montgomerie missed
the cut, shooting a 10-over 82 as
the winds intensified later Fri-
day.
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TOUR DE FRANCE

Lance is back for number six

American Lance Armstrong could
become the only person to win the
Tour de France six times, but the

The course
Prologue-) [-Stage: 1

22-day bicycle race will be more
challenging for Armstrong. The time
trials and mountain stages he

Rest Rest

excels at are now toward the end
of the race, leaving the outcome
uncertain for a longer period.
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Five-time winners  No one ha
more than

Jacques Anquetil 1957, 1961-64

Lance Armstrong 1999-2003

Bernard Hinault 1978-79, 1981-
5

s won the Tour de France

five times
Miguel Indurain 1991-95
Eddy Merckx  1969-72, 1974

The jerseys
Jerseys are worn by the leading
riders. The jerseys can change
hands throughout the race.
Yellow: Awarded to the rider @
with the fastest time;

Green: Most points; points
are assigned by the difficulty
of a stage

Polka dot: Most climbing
points; assigned by a ciimb's
difficulty

White: Best rider no older
than 25-years old the year

w
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Sixth: Armstrong has many obstacles

SIXTH, FROM BACK PAGE

He is shadowed by a new book,
“L.A. Confidential, The Secrets of
Lance Armstrong,” that insinu-
ates he probably has used drugs.

The French-language book by
journalists Pierre Ballester and
David Walsh hit stores about
three weeks ago.

Armstrong has faced such accu-
sations before — not least from
Tour fans shouting along the
route — and responded with law-
suits and an umpteenth denial.

“We don’t use doping prod-
ucts,” he said during a news con-
ference June 15. “We’re sick and
tired of these allegations and

we're going to do everything we
can to fight them. They’re abso-
lutely untrue.”

Armstrong also has a weight off
his mind now that the Discovery
Channel has agreed to a
three-year,  multimillion-dollar
deal to replace U.S. Postal Service
as the team sponsor next year. In-
stead of

sors, that s the day I have to go
homg

In the flat, fast first half of the
counterclockwise race, he will
look to his eight teammates for
protection. Called “domestiques”
in French because such riders
labor like servants for their lead-
er, they devote themselves to tam-
ing the flock of nearly 200 racers,
shielding from crash-

Armstrong plans to ride next
year’s Tour and possibly beyond.
“This is my job, to race and to
win the Tour,” he told cycling-
news.com. “And the day that I
don’t show up worried about the
competition, about myself, about
my team, about the equipment,
about the budget, about the spon-

es, wind and challengers.
The crunch with Ullrich, or oth-
ers, most likely will come in the
last eight days over mountain
stages and time trials. There, in
cycling’s version of man-to-man
combat, Armstrong is at his best.
Such riding allows him to sip
champagne in the final ride to the
finish on Paris’ Champs-Elysees.

team leader Jan Ullrich is expected to be one of Lance Arm-

strong’s top rivals this year. The German won the Tour de France in

1997 and has

ished second five times.

Doping allegations take
center stage once again

BY JAMEY KEATEN
The Associated Press

PARIS — As hundreds of riders
got ready for the start of cycling’s
premier race, a shadow created
by numerous doping allegations
hung over the Tour de France.

Drawing the most attention was
a claim from a former assistant to
five-time Tour champion Lance
Armstrong. The woman said in a
recently released book that the
American superstar asked her to
dispose of used syringes and that
she gave him makeup to conceal
needle marks on his arm.

Armstrong  insists he is
drug-free and is suing the book’s
authors.

Another moment came last
week, when police raided the
home of world champion cyclist
David Millar and said they found
syringes.

They also said Millar confessed
to using doping products.

Episodes like that have made
this cycling’s worst year since
1998 — when drug busts and po-
lice raids threatened the integrity
of the Tour.

“Cycling is normally a profes-
sional sport, but the revelations
about the way it functions show
that it’s really not,” France’s
sports mmlsler, Jean-Francois
Lamour, said in a recent inter-
view.

There is now pressure on cy-
cling’s governing body, the UCI,
to act. It says it will deploy new
methods during this Tour to un-
mask cheats, like using blood
tests to monitor riders.

In the past, only urine tests
were used. Blood was drawn, but
solely to check for health abnor-
malities such as an excess of red
blood cells, a possible indicator of
doping — but not proof.

UCI doctor Mario Zorzoli told
The Associated Press that the new
blood tests can detect banned sub-
stances such as synthetic hemoglo-
bin, which increases oxygen in
the muscles, and human-growth
hormone, which boosts the effect
of performance enhancers.

Some riders who have come for-
ward to expose drug use say
coaches pressured them to break
rules. The rewards of winning
also inspire cheats.

“Doping is a financial godsend,”
our de France director
Jean-Marie Leblanc told the AP.
“There’s a lot of money in doping.”
Millar, the defending world
time trial champion and winner
of a Tour time trial last year, has
been barred from this year’s race.

He risks becoming the ninth per-
son placed under formal investiga-
tion in a French doping probe that
has enveloped current and former
members of his Cofidis team.

In February, popular Italian
rider Marco Pantani, the 1998
Tour winner who tested positive
for drugs in 1999, died of a co-
caine overdose in a hotel room.

“Sometimes, it takes a death —
or maybe more than one death —
for people to say ... it's time to do
something,” David Howman, di-
rector-general of the World
Anti-Doping Agency, said in a
telephone interview.

In March, Spanish cyclist Jesus
Manzano alleged that doctors on
his former team, Kelme, pres-
sured him to take performance en-
hancers that reportedly left him
close to dying.

Kelme denied the charges, but
Tour organizers barred the team
from this year’s race.

In the new book, “L.A. Confi-
dential, the Secrets of Lance Arm-
strong,” former Armstrong assis-
tant Emma O’Reilly made claims
that revived past suspicions about
the cycling champion, who came
back from cancer in 1999 to win
the grueling three-week race.

But the book offers no real proof
to back up its suggestions that the
32-year-old Texan has doped.

And allegations that some rid-
ers cheat have never stopped mil-
lions from lining the Tour route.

Even Richard Virenque, a
French rider at the center of the
1998 doping scandal, has since
been cheered wildly as he mus-
cled up steep climbs.

Virenque, one of France’s favor-
ite riders, was let off the hook in
2000 after he admitted doping.

But his comments at the time
showed how deep the problem

goes.

“We don’t say doping. We say
we're preparing for the race,” he
said then. “To take drugs is to
cheat. As long as the person
doesn't test positive, they're not
taking drugs.”
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J. Gordon
wins third
pole in row

Four-time Cup champ
confident going into
Pepsi 400 at Daytona

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. —
Jeff Gordon is riding a wave that
could wind up swamping the rest
of the Nextel Cup series.

Two weeks ago, he won the
pole at Michigan and led 81 of the
first 89 laps before the engine in
his Hendrick Motorsports Chevro-
let went up in smoke.

Last weekend, on the road
course in Sonoma, Calif., he won
the pole, led every practice and
overpowered the rest of the field
in winning the race.

Now, at Daytona International
Speedway, where NASCAR re-
quires horsepower-sapping carbu-
retor restrictor plates to keep the
cars under 200 mph, he’s on the
pole for the third straight week-
end after topping qualifying
Thursday night for the Pepsi 400.

“We've been qualifying great,”
Gordon said. “I didn’t expect to
be this fast here. But our practice
speeds from last weekend to this
weekend are pretty flawless right
now and we're certainly riding a
great wave.”

Before his win in Sonoma — his
third victory of the season — Gor-
don wasn’t happy after disappoint-
ing finishes in three of the previ-
ous four events.

His 30th-place finish at Char-
lotte was what Gordon called “a
bad day.” A week later, in Dover,
he crashed and finished 36th.

After a fourth-place finish at Po-
cono, the engine failure at Mi
gan resulted in a 38th-place fini
that dropped Gordon to sixth in
the series standings.

‘With the Sonoma victory in his
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Jeff Gordon, right, is fourth in the Nextel Cup driver standings and
coming off a road-course victory last weekend at Sonoma, Calif.

pocket, the two-time Daytona 500
and two-time Pepsi 400 winner
goes into the Saturday night race
fourth, just 20 points behind
third-place series champion Matt
Kenseth and 22 behind teammate
and series leader Jimmie
Johnson.

“We've gotten our act togeth-
er,” Gordon said. “Our cars are
handling well. We have tremen-
dous power under the hood. Right
now, these guys are really on top
of their game.”

It was his fourth pole of the sea-
son and S0th of his career.

“We're really making the most
of every bit of resources we have
and putting it on the racetrack,”
he said. “I'm having a blast right
now and the confidence level cer-
tainly is high for us right now.”

Gordon’s lap of 188.659 mph be-
sted Dale Earnhardt Inc.’s Micha-
el Waltrip, another two-time Day-
tona 500 and former July race
winner, who qualified second to
put a pair of Chevrolets on the
front row.

Waltrip ran a lap at 188.620 as
the first of 49 cars to attempt to
qualify.

Ricky Rudd qualified third and
Dale Jarrett was fourth in a pair
of Fords that use engines from
the Jack Roush-Robert Yates part-
nership.

Daytona 500 winner Dale Earn-
hardt Jr., Waltrip’s teammate,
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was fifth, Joe Nemechek sixth
and rookie Scott Riggs seventh.
Ward Burton, Elliott Sadler and
defending race champion Greg
Biffle completed the top 10.

After qualifying was over,
NASCAR  disallowed ~Sadler’s
speed because both rear quarter
panels on his Taurus were too
low. It moved him back to the
39th starting position and moved
Terry Labonte up to 10th.

Pepsi 400 Iineup
SCAR Nextel
'h rsd i
s ays 1ﬂmmg mfgm‘my
ch, F
160 laps

1
(Car num gam;hms
L @) Jeft ovaon, Efeoneies ias 659
m

Race. dusnme

;49 Michael Waltrp, Chevrolet,
- Q21 Ricky Rudd, Ford, 188,426

. (88) Dale Jarrett, Ford, 188.326.

o® Dale” Earnhardt i, Chevrolet,
'q D Joe Nemechek. Chevrolet,
. 10) scott Riggs, Chevrolet, 187,868,
(0) Ward Burtor, Churolet, 167.50.
. 16) Greg Biffle, Ford, 16

0, & Terry LBonte, Chavrolet,
ii] u('29) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet,
5. (77) Brendan Gaughan, Dodge,

.(12) Ryan Newman, Dodge, 186904,
(25) Brian Vickers, Chevrolet,

.sfls) Bobby Labonte, Chevrolet,
. (19) Jeremy Mayfield, Dodge,
. (20) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet,
2% Jonn Andret,
*lis) mmie. Johnson, Chevrolet,
'G;éiz) Kerry Earnhardt, Chevrolet,
) Mark Martin, Ford, 186.567.

(6
. (40) Sterling Marlin, Dodge, 186.528.
(30) Dave Blaney, Chevrolet,

Chevrolet,

. (41) Casey Mears, Dodge, 186.474.
., (3D Robby Gardon, Chevrolct,

99) Jeff Burton, Ford. 185401
Rusty Wallace, Dodge, 186.374.
00 Babby. Hamiton S Sodge.

5o ken Schrader, Dodge, 185,151
. (43) Jeff Green, Dodge, 186.147.
: (5 Kasey Kane, Bouge, 186073,

2, (42)"Jamie McMurray, - Dodge,

(49 Kyle Petty, Dodge, 185,870,

5 il Elott, Dodge, 165
Busch Fort, 15755

(37 Mt Kenaeto.Forc, 19216

. (22) Scott Wimmer, Dodge, 185.624.

. (32) Ricky Craven, Chevrolet,

9. (38) Elliott Sadler, Ford, Provisional.
6. Jimmy Spencer, Chetrolet, Provi
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41. (50) Mike Wallace, Dodge, Provi-
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42. (96) Larry Gunselman, Ford, Provi-
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43, (89) Morgan Shepherd, Dodge, Pro-
visional.

Failed to qualify.
44. (37) Chad Blount, Dodge, 185.540.
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Armstrong’s appeal
against book rejected

The Associated Press

PARIS — An appeals court Fri-
day rejected Lance Armstrong’s
attempt to force a publisher to in-
sert the cycling star’s denial of
doping allegations into copies of a
new book.

Armstrong filed an appeal last
week after a lower court rejected
his bid to force publisher La Mar-
tiniere to insert a rebuttal into
“L.A. Confidential, the Secrets of
Lance Armstrong.”

The appeals court upheld the
lower court’s decision in its ver-
dict Friday — a day before the
start of this years Tour de
France, where Armstrong is
going for a record sixth straight
victory.

The judge who made the lower
court ruling June 21 said Arm-
strong’s request was an abuse of
the legal system, and ordered him
to pay the authors and publisher a
symbolic $1.20 fine.

The French-language book,
which hit French bookstores two
‘weeks ago, was written by David
Walsh and Pierre Ballester and
relies in part on allegations by a
former Armstrong assistant,
Emma O'Reilly.

In it, she claims Armstrong
once asked her to get rid of used
syringes and give him makeup to
conceal needle marks on his right
arm. She acknowledged that she
didn’t know what was in the sy-
ringes.

Armstrong has denounced the
book’s claims as “absolutely un-
true.”

The three-week Tour begins
Saturday in Liege, Belgium.

Greece stuns Czech Republic
in European Championships
PORTO, Portugal — Greece

jolted the European Champion-
ships yet again, beating the Czech
Republic 1-0 in overtime Thurs-
day on a header by Traianos Del-
las.

The Greeks, winless in other
major soccer appearances, will
play host Portugal in Lisbon on
Sunday for the title.

This marks the first time in 40
years a Euro final will be staged
between two first-time finalists.

Greece also downed defending
champion France 1-0 in the quar-
terfinals and Portugal 2-1 in the
opener.

The Greeks were winless in the
1994 World Cup and the 1980
Euro championship, but they
clearly are making the most of
this appearance on soccer’s inter-
national stage.

“We believed in it from the be-
ginning and we achieved it,” Del-
las said. “Back home in Greece
this night also belongs to them.”

Greece is the first team to beat
the host and the defending cham-
pion in a major championship.
Now comes Portugal, playing out-
standing soccer.

Dellas scored on a short header
off a corner kick by Vasilios Tsiar-
tas. The goal came just seconds
before the first 15 minutes of over-
time was to end. Had the period
ended scoreless, it would have
gone to another 15 ‘minutes.

The Czechs were without cap-
tain Pavel Nedved after he in-
jured his right knee in the 33rd
‘minute, colliding with Costas Kat-
souranis.

Sports briefs

He went off on a stretcher,
limped back on the field in the
36th and hobbled until he was re-
placed in the 40th minute by
Vladimir Smicer.

Former Bruin Donato returns
to Harvard as hockey coach
BOSTON — Former Boston

Bruins forward Ted Donato, who
spent 13 years in the NHL, was
hired Friday as the head hockey
coach at Harvard.

Donato, 35, will be returning to
the school he led to the 1989
NCAA championship.

Donato, who broke his foot on
April 9 blocking a shot in the first
period of Game 2 of Boston’s East-
ern Conference first-round series
against the Montreal Canadiens,
retired at the end of the season.

He played at Harvard from
1987 to 1991 and was named most
valuable player of the tourna-
ment when the Crimson won the
NCAA title in 1989. He was also a
member of the 1992 U.S. Olympic
team.

Donato, a graduate of Catholic
Memorial High School in Boston,
was drafted by the Bruins in the
1987 NHL entry draft. He played
six years with the Bruins in the
1990s before he was traded to the
New York Islanders in 1998. He
also played with Ottawa, Ana-
heim, Dallas, Los Angeles, St.
Louis and New York Rangers be-
fore returning to the Bruins to
end his career.

Donato had three 20-plus goal
seasons for the Bruins with a ca-
reer-high of 25 in 1996-1997. In
all, he played 796 regular-season
games, scoring 347 points (150
goals). In 58 playoff games, he
added 18 points (8 goals).

10C confirms Koreas
to march together in Athens

LAUSANNE, Switzerland —
North and South Korea will
march together in the opening
ceremony of the Athens Olympics
next month.

“It shows that sport can unite
and promote peace. It is wonder-
ful to see the two national Olym-
pic committees putting the Olym-
pic values into practice in such a
demonstrable way,” Internation-
al Olympic Committee President
Jacques Rogge said in a state-
ment Friday.

The two Koreas said in Febru-
ary they wanted to march under
the same flag, as they did in Syd-
ney in 2000. The teams will enter
together behind a flag depicting
the entire Korean Peninsula.

They hope to field a unified
team for the 2008 Games in
Beijing.

Revolution goalkeeper
Reis fined $500

NEW YORK — New England
Revolution goalkeeper Matt Reis
was fined $500 by Major League
Soccer on Thursday for disre-
spectful conduct toward an offi-
cial.

Reis was fined for his action fol-
lowing a 90th minute penalty kick
conversion by MetroStars mid-
fielder Amado Guevara in a 2-1
victory on June 26.
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Lance Armstrong,
32, s trying to
become the first
six-time Tour de
France winner.

Last year provided
his toughest test —
[ he beat rival Jan
Ullrich by only 61
seconds.
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Drive for five complete,
Armstrong seeks to scale
unprecedented heights

BY JOHN LEICESTER
The Associated Press

PARIS — Lance Armstrong
hopes to do what no other cyclist
has done, a test so demanding it
has blocked the four champions
before him.

He wants to become the first
six-time winner of the Tour de
France, a punishing ride of 2,126
miles over countryside and moun-
tains, three weeks of pain and
sweat that burn the lungs and tor-
ment the legs.

Armstrong has won cycling’s
premier event the past five years,
the first of his titles coming when
he roared back from cancer.

Now, at 32, he gets to see if the
competitive fire still burns.

The race begins its great loop
Saturday in Liege, Belgium, the
latest chapter in what has become
one of the biggest rivalries in inter-
national sports: Armstrong vs.
Jan Ullrich, the German who
risks forever carrying the label as
perpetual runner-up to the Texan.

Armstrong is trying to overtake
the five-time Tour de France win-
ners: Jacques Anquetil, Eddy
Merckx, Bernard Hinault and
Miguel Indurain.

Ullrich has a different agenda.
He has yet to fulfill the promise he
showed in 1997 when at 23 he won
the Tour on his second attempt.
He has been a Tour de France run-
ner-up five times. One more such

W Doping dominates Tour talk yet
again; race map and info, Page 30

finish and he joins Joop Zoete-
melk, a Dutchman who raced in
the 1970s and ’80s, as the only rid-
ers to place second six times.
Ullrich was second to Arm-
strong in 2000, 2001 and 2003 and
to Bjarne Riis in 1996 and Marco
Pantani in 1998. Last year
marked the closest duel between
Armstrong and Ullrich. Arm-
strong was not assured victory
until Ullrich skidded and crashed
in the next-to-last stage, a
rain-soaked time trial.

“This is my neighborhood, and
nobody else is winning this race,”
Armstrong told himself in taking
the key stage last year, a Pyrene-
an climb in which he fell, got up,
screamed and stormed to victory
in a rush of anger and adrenaline.

dicting how Armstrong or
Ullrich will fare in a trek as gruel-
ing and unpredictable as the Tour
de France is uncertain. Only as
last year’s race unfolded did it be-
come clear that Armstrong, who
won the warmup Dauphine
Libere event, was struggling.
Ullrich, meanwhile, was com-
ing back from injury and a ban
for using recreational drugs and
riding with a team rescued from
financial peril. Yet he almost
pulled it off — losing to Arm-
strong by just 61 seconds.
Armstrong must again ignore
distractions, no easy task for a mil-
lionaire celebrity who counts
President Bush among his friends
and has taken up with singer Sher-
yl Crow since divorcing his wife,
Kristin, after last year’s Tour.
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Headfirst catch
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Jeter bloodied,
but sparks
Yankees past
Red Sox i
13th inning
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Teen
Lincicome
surprise leader
after first
round of U.S.
Women’s Open
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Duke: Lakers
courting
Krzyzewski for
coaching vacancy
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